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ABSTRACT 
E-learning has brought out a significant revolution in the history of education in the 

present digital era. Whether one is an adult, a minor, an individual, an organisation, an 
establishment or whatever it is, one makes use of digitalized technologies in one way or the 
other. Today the impact of e-learning is increasing day by day. Officials, experts, students, 
research scholars, professionals etc. makes use of this in an unlimited manner. It has 
flourished in such a way that it cannot be avoided in any context. It has attained importance 
in the minds of majority people in our society. Along with a lot of positive effects that are 
found from the side of e- learning, there are some ill effects too, which cannot be wiped out 
in any manner as a substitution for classroom teaching. Never can we fully replace e-learning 
in the place of physical teaching. We can still find people who are reluctant to use the same, 
who wish to have normal and physical teaching practices that are adopted in our schools 
and colleges. Also under e-learning one will focus only on that area which he or she needs 
from the website i.e., pin point searching. There is no in-depth reading which in turn 
reduces wider subject knowledge which one used to secure from reading large quantum of 
books for reference. The present study analyses the approach of the students at Mercy 
College, Palakkad on e-learning with the advancement of digitalization and how they react 
towards the same and it is scrutinised that e-learning is effective in the present context. But 
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there will be certain ill effects in the form of demodulation in the character of children who 
comes from different family backgrounds as they are not able to understand with what 
happens in our society. Also the study focuses on the quantum of e-learning that is 
necessary in the present scenario, the taste of students towards hard copy and soft copy 
readings and correspondingly their attitude towards the society as a whole. 
Keywords: E-Learning, Students, Digitalization, Physical Teaching, Ill Effects 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

Education has become an important aspect in the life of each and every individual. 
It is really an asset in the hands of the one which holds the same. It plays a vital role for the 
smooth functioning of our economic system. Thus it is an essential component for each and 
every one for their day to day life. Due to the increase in the demand of education a large 
number of private organisations too got engaged in the business of teaching in varying 
departments. There are even people who carry out part time studies along with their jobs for 
promotion and to get into attractive jobs in the future. But the time which get for the same 
was very limited due to high pressure and work load in their respective jobs. So they in turn 
started other measures for the accessibility of the same. Thus, due to the increase in the 
need of education for varying age groups, there gained the attention of e-learning through 
the advancement of digitalization as an easy remedy for the fulfilment of the same. Even 
then, e-learning cannot be exchanged fully in the place of traditional teaching aspects. So the 
present study analyses the penetration of e-learning at Mercy College, Palakkad were 
theviews and opinions of college students is taken into consideration. 

 
Meaning of E-Learning 

The term e-learning is a wider aspect which covers a larger variety of electronic 
educational applications and processes such as web-based learning, computer-based 
learning, virtual classrooms, and digital collaboration. It includes the delivery of content via 
network, audio and video recordings, satellite broadcast, interactive TV, and CD-ROM as 
well as many others. E-learning allows one to learn anywhere and at any time. It includes a 
combination of text, video, audio, animation and virtual environments.  

 
Brief History of Palakkad District 

Palakkad is one of the 14 districts in Kerala known as Palakkattussery in earlier 
times.  The district headquarters is situated in the city itself. It is bordered on the northwest 
by Malappuram District, on the southwest by Thrissur District, on the northeast by Nilgiris 
District and on to the east by Coimbatore district of Tamilnadu. The district is nicknamed as 
“the granary of Kerala” and “Rice bowl of Kerala”. It is the gateway to Kerala due to the 
presence of the Palakkad Gap, in the Western Ghats. The total area of the district is 4,480 
km2 (1,730 sq. mi) which is 11.5% of the state's area. The climate is pleasant for most part 
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of the year; exception is on the summer months. Palakkad is the first paperless revenue 
district by computerizing the Collectorate, five Taluks and 156 village offices. There are 163 
villages in Palakkad district. It is the one of the most agrarian districts in Kerala and is 
particularly known for paddy cultivation. According to the 2011 census Palakkad district has 
a population of 2,810,892 andis urbanised up to 24.4%. The district has a population density 
of 627 inhabitants per square kilometre (1,620/sq. mi). The sex ratio is 1067 females for 
every 1000 males, and has a literacy rate of 89.32%. Palakkad city has a literacy rate of 
94.20%.The official language Malayalam is predominantly and widely spoken in the district, 
while Tamil forms the main language of over 6% of the district's population. 

 
II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

E-learning has penetrated into our society from the past few years. Its existence is 
gathering momentum day by day. Majority people now make uses of these e-techniques in 
their day to day life for searching news, research papers, books, subjects and so on. Now we 
can’t think of a situation without the access of these electronic medias for various 
educational backgrounds. Hence its importance and usage is quite increasing. There will 
surely arise a situation when 100% of people who goes for jobs will access fully on these e-
learning strategies for completing their respective courses. A couple of decade ago the main 
activity in every state on the part of education was classroom teaching. But now, as the 
digitalization emerged, people have keenly felt the importance of e-learning, its easy 
accessibility etc. This study focuses on the intellectual status of youth in this era towards e-
learning with special reference to Mercy College, Palakkad, Kerala. 

 
III. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 To analyze the advantages of e-learning in day to day life. 
 To analyze the ill effects of e-learning on to the upcoming generation. 
 To analyze the intellectual status of youth on e-learningin the present scenario. 
 To analyze the views and opinions of the students of Mercy College, Palakkad on e-

learning. 
 To analyze the role of Government in equipping the society as an e-literate one. 
 To analyze the future of e-learning. 

 
IV. SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

The present study is about the intellectual status of youth on e-learning in the 
present scenario at Mercy College, Palakkad. The study analyses the importance and side 
effects of e-learning which is running in our society in the present context.  The scope of the 
study is limited to this college due to constraints of time. There are similar other colleges in 
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the nearby locality were students study for the same sort of courses which are not taken into 
consideration by the researcher. 

 
V. METHODOLOGY 

Both primary and secondary data were collected in the form of personal interviews, 
articles and websites respectively. 

 
Advantages of E-Learning 

The following are some of the advantages pointed out by the researcher while using e-
learning as an educational tool:- 

 E-learning allows an individual to learn at his on convenient time. 
 It can be accessed very quickly. 
 E-learners can focus on elements of a programme one needs to learn and can skip 

what they already knows. 
 It helps in more effective learning 
 E-learning allows a long-lasting retention of information. 
 E-learning helps to reduce the carbon footprint through reduction in the usage of 

papers. 
 It reduces the travel, time and accommodation cost. 
 E-learning helps to have access on a 24/7 basis that too any were in the world. 
 It facilitates individuals to learn privately. 
 It helps to create and communicate new ideas and polices within a short span of 

time. 
 It helps to cover a larger audience. 

 
Disadvantages of E-Learning 

 There is little opportunity for interaction for the e-learners with their consent 
teachers. 

 Boring slides and monotonous speech are provided in e-learning. 
 Chances for material incompatibility are more. 
 Those skills that rely heavily on inter-personal contact will find unsuitable. 
 E-learning requires a high-level of self-discipline and personal time management 

and as such working through packaged programmes can be irritating. 
 Start-up cost of an e-learning service is expensive. 
 E-learning is still dependent on the human support on either the course materials or 

the software. 
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 Learners may have limited IT skills, or be uncomfortable with electronic 
communication. 

 Students with visual or physical impairments may not be able to use this medium. 
 

E-Learning - Attitude of the Students at Mercy College  
A direct personal interview was carried out with the students of Mercy College in order 

to scrutinize their views and opinions on e-learning in the present scenario. The following 
positive results were obtained that are listed herewith:- 

 E- learning is worthy as it provides a lot of information for any number of 
questions which one enquires on to the system. 

 E-learning is necessary to the upcoming generation as majority of the activities are 
performed with the help of the same. 

 E- learning will be more beneficial for the employees as a part time study. 
 At present many Akshaya Centres have been opened and functioning all around 

India for the betterment of the public in e-learning. 
 Many public e-libraries are also opened with a minimum fee of Rs.150 per year for 

easy access to the citizens. 
 E-learning helps an individual to study even at midnight after completing all his 

tasks of that concerned day. 
 

Some of the Negative Effects of E-Learning Pointed by the Students at Mercy 
College Were as Follows:- 

 There are no opportunities for people in rural areas to access to e-learning as no 
computers or other device is available.   

 A minimum quantum of knowledge is necessary for the operation of computers and 
other electronic devices which is found lagging to many people who are found in 
the villages of Palakkad area. 

 The initial setup cost for the purchase of these technological instruments is very 
high. 

 Rural people hesitate to adjust with e-learning at a stretch as it is a form of robert 
study. 

 Before the introduction of online education system, people used to read a large  
quantum of books to get the needy information which one desires for their 
concerned studies or work. Due to this they used to get a lot of knowledge in other 
areas as they go reading variety of books. But this knowledge is far going out form 
the hands of individuals. 

 There is no natural ambience in e-learning and as such people have to sit on a 
stereotyped mode. 
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 Various computer diseases –mania, computer addictions are found in the students 
who use the same for hours. 

 Many eye problems are reported in the frequent use of these technological 
instruments for long hours that too continuously. 

 The kind of environment which we get in a classroom is not availed through e-
learning i.e., the eye contacts, gestures, the love and affection which one gets in a 
face to face teaching. 

 There will be lack in the interpersonal skills of students as they are not exposed to 
the real lively world. 

 E-learning will bring out a sense of loneliness in the minds of the students. 
 E-learning is less effective or even inadequate in teaching interpersonal or soft skills 
 Poor internet connection and online jams makes the people restless to use it. 
 It demotivates those people who use the same for the first time. 
  

Intellectual Status of Youth on E-Learning in the Present Scenario 
A study on the intellectual status of youth was conducted in the study and they 

replied that e-learning is necessary to a certain extent but it cannot be replaced fully in the 
place of physical teaching. Even if we have a lot of articles and other details available online, 
even then reading a hard copy is much more comfortable in order to concentrate easily, to 
avoid physical restlessness like severe neck pain, eye strain etc. 
Correspondingly their attitude towards various issues which recently happened in Kerala is 
analysed and it is found that the students have very little knowledge in the field of politics 
and other social problems that are occurring in our society. Only very less students 
responded on the same, others are not at all bothered. The meaning of education is not to 
acquire knowledge as such but how to behave ourselves towards others and to take 
appropriate steps as and when necessary which is lagging behind in the present generation.   
 
Role of the Government 

It is the duty of the government to keep a proper balance in physical training and e-
learning and take appropriate measures for its penetration in our society in a smooth way. 
The need of classroom teaching cannot be wiped out fully in any manner. But the need for 
e-learning also has gained importance which cannot be neglected as such. So both of these 
methods are utmost important for the smooth functioning of our economic system. The 
authority has to take initiatives to produce laptops and other electronic systems at a very low 
cost and distribute the same to the lower class of the society so that they may get access to 
the same. Also it should take necessary steps to arrange morning or evening classes to these 
people with the support of Self Help Groups, National Service Schemes, and People Service 
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Society etc. to mould them into the present scenario. Also the youth can be trained enough 
to equip our rural people with the latest technology.  

 
VI. SUGGESTIONS 

E-learning cannot be replaced in any mode. It should be given as substitute in the 
place of homework’s and assignments so that the students have a good approach towards 
both of these.Frequent awareness on e-learning is necessary for the rural folk in order to 
make them ready to operate all kinds of online transactions and to search for their topics of 
interest. Also the coming and the prevailing young generation should be moulded fully with 
e-techniques so that there is a big revolution in the field of education and people may carry 
less cash for their day to day transactions. 

 
Future of E-Learning 

In the past there were only correspondence courses for distant learning.   But with 
the advent of internet i.e., through digitalization in eighties,e-learning started gaining 
importance which in turn helped for delivering higher education courses over long 
distances. At present internet is open for all kinds of educational programmes starting from 
schools to even doctorate level. Underthis,the delivery is not restricted to just plain text but 
has crossed boundaries to video creating virtual class rooms via video conferencing etc. The 
introduction of a variety of technologies has made it possible to convert it from impersonal 
to highly interactive medium of pedagogy.  

 
VII. CONCLUSION 

E-learning has brought out a new dimension in the educational sector, i.e., both 
inside and outside the curriculum and is still looking at further opportunities to become 
more useful through new emerging digitalized technologies.  
Even though we now live in a knowledge-driven society, it is still made up of human 
elements with varying taste and preferences and to operate in such a society, e-learning can’t 
work as such. This can be availed only through classroom teaching as the students gets the 
chance of interacting with varying kinds of people coming from different family 
backgrounds which in turn help to mould their behaviour and tone according to the context 
in which they operates. Thus physical teaching is an irreplaceable part of any education. 
The present study analyses the difficulties both for the students and to the teachers in the 
initial stages of operating a digital system like logging in, posting messages, uploading 
assignments, and giving and taking tests etc. But this can be easily solved through proper 
training and guidance.A frequent awareness on e-learning will definitely bring a revolution in 
our society. In the past, we had lived in a society fully based on agriculture, later on to 
industry and finally to the highly oriented technological sector we live today. This digital era 
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demands the greatest asset in every field of work that is in the form of knowledge, or human 
talent. But along with the same the importance of physical teaching cannot be neglected as 
such. So a proper balance between physical and e-learning would help our economy to 
prosper in an unprecedented rate. 
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