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Abstract 

This paper is a purely theoretical analysis 

of social justice. Social justice is a norm placed on 

the ethical behavior of men in society. Democratic 

societies like ours adopted it and efforts are being 

made to attain it by constitutional provisions and 

planned practices. But, inadequacy towards social 

justice reflected with prevailing miserable life and 

poverty of masses in India. A number of scholars 

and philosophers contributed in literature on social 

justice. In spite of these the state of social justice 

needs a scientific treatment wherein it has to be 

assessed and the same would be implemented to 

uplift downtrodden and weaken sections of India. 

Objectives  

1. To make evaluation of the concept of social 

justice. 

2. To explain the characteristics of social justice. 

3. To suggest the measures to attain social justice 

in India. 

Methodology 

The researcher has been used secondary 

data e.g. reference books (philosophical & ethical 

aspects of economic literature) and journals. 

Findings 

 Social justice involves hierarchical values that 

a better and humanitarian society preserves. 

 A proper provision of social justice in a 

Democratic society like India eliminates 

poverty and miserable life of the masses. 

 Social justice involves transfer in kinds to 

meet the survival needs of the people. 

 Social justice embodied natural right to survive 

of all. 

 

Importance or need of the paper 

 To add in theoretical analysis on social justice. 

 This analysis helps the policy makers for 

farming proper measures to attain social 

justice, a true state of socialist pattern of 

society and to eliminate poverty – miserable 

life of weaker and downtrodden sections of 

society. 

Recommendations 

 Hierarchical values and needs must be 

considered to provide social justice in India. 

 In kinds provision of survival goods should be 

property implemented through public budget 

to attain a true state of social justice in India. 

 A minimum bundle of survival goods essential 

to maintain good health of human beings 

should be considered as the natural right of 

survival of all in a good humanitarian society.  

I. INTRODUCTION 

Justice is giving each person his dues. 

Social justice implies a social ordering of a good 

conduct of men in social relationships. So, social 

justice is a norm placed on the ethical behavior of 

men in society. Democratic societies like ours have 

been adopted this concept in their constitutional 

provisions and in planned practices to improve the 

life of weaker and down trodden sections of the 

society. The outcome of such efforts seen more or 

less in almost all democratic nations over the 

world. A number of scholars and philosophers have 

been contributed the literature and suggested a 

number of measures to attain social justice in such 

societies. But evils of miserable life of the people 

have not been totally and humanistic ally vanished. 

Thus, this needs to take a fresh and new treatment 
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to the theoretical conception of social justice. In 

other words, it is essential to add in the literature on 

social justice, so that this axiom can be effectively 

embodied in planning efforts to be done by the 

governments of developing countries to improve 

the status of poor, weaker and downtrodden 

sections of their societies. The researcher in this 

paper has conducted a scientific treatment to clear 

the state of social justice. 

II. OBJECTIVES  

1. To make evaluation of the concept of social 

justice. 

2. To explain the characteristics of social justice. 

3. To suggest the measures to attain social justice 

in Democratic Developing countries 

Methodology of the Paper 

The researcher has been used secondary 

data e.g. reference books (philosophical & ethical 

aspects of economic literature) for the study. 

Hypotheses of the Paper 

Following are the hypotheses of the paper: 

1. Social justice itself is a value which preserves 

a good human society. 

2. Social justice is concerned to fulfill the 

survival needs of a human society. 

3. Social justice involves negative taxation. 

4. Social justice eliminates miserable life of the 

human beings. 

Analysis of social justice 

On the above background, it is necessary 

here to make an evaluation of theoretical aspects of 

justice, social justice, to evolve the characteristics 

of social justice and finally, to outline the reflection 

of hypotheses, finding and recommendations in 

these regards. 

Meaning of Justice 

Any human society is more or less self – 

sufficient community of individuals governed by a 

common concept of justice aimed at enriching the 

betterment of its citizens. Concept of justice is 

normative in nature and has an ethical hierarchical 

value and led to fulfill hierarchical needs of 

individual. So, every society embodies it in various 

forms in its structure or socio – economic setup of 

any human society. 

Justice historically derived from the 

syllable, „Jus‟, which means law or a just activity. 

Hence, Justice means a state of affairs which is 

according to law or according to the just ethical 

behavior of the people in society. Justice being a 

hierarchical value itself is placed in the forefront of 

all moral goodness. Justice at an individual level 

has been defined buy various philosophers as 

under:- 

 Walter Khanna says that origin of justice lies 

into “a kind inherent moral sense”. 

 Cecero defines justice as, “render to each his 

own”. 

 A famous Greek Philosopher Plato defines 

justice, “giving each person his due”.
1 

 All the above definitions reveal that justice is 

concerned with an individual in society. The 

term clearly states that what is just or a 

hierarchical value or lawful to individual to 

live in a society. Also there is a provision of 

giving each person his due. Obviously, what is 

an initial due to be given to a person. It is his 

survival and accordingly such hierarchical 

values and needs must be protected or such 

type of provision must be made for an 

individual in a society. Considering the term 

justice for the society as a whole, the 

philosophers have been made this analysis as 

social justice. Many times the term equality is 

used to indicate justice. 

Equality is treating equals equally and 

unequal unequally, this is also referred as justice. 

This definition has two corollaries of the 

conception of justice. First is where two men are 

equal in the relevant respects (so that dues are the 
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same) they should be treated equally, treat men 

equally except where there are relevant differences 

between them has been proposed as the general 

characteristics of justice. This is “equality in the 

stronger sense constitutes one way of interpretation 

justice… render to each is due. Hence equality is 

truest and prime state of referring justice.
 

the 

second is equality in weaker sense. It is related to 

treat men equally with their different ability and 

hence it remains always in the society. Equality in 

weaker sense is the justice which can be applied to 

the higher dues or less vital necessities. Ultimately, 

equality in stronger sense is giving each person his 

dues and this is quite similar with the prime 

condition of justice. So, the concern of justice is 

giving each person his dues. If we think the society 

as a whole, the analysis led to social justice. 

Social Justice 

The conception of social justice is a 

broader one and it focuses the behavior of 

individuals and the provisions for them or the 

society. It shows how men live and how they ought 

to be live and hence, social justice governs the code 

of conduct of the members in society. It can be 

proper order of social relationship. The term social 

justice is made up by two syllables, „social and 

justice‟, where social implies ordering of a good 

conduct through the corresponding duties of men in 

a social relationships and „justice‟ which derived 

from „jus‟ refers to the „just‟ or right action of 

giving dues of a man or rendering his own by the 

duties of other men through their relationships in a 

socio – economic setup of the society. Hence, 

social justice is equality in stronger sense giving 

each person‟s their dues in a right manner in the 

social set up of a society. Some philosophers have 

defined this concept in the following manner: 

 Hobbes Writes, social justice is the quality 

relating to men in society, not in solitude. 

 Kelsen Says, “a qua;ity of social order” is 

social justice. 

 Bardwin called, justice is the quality of 

behavior of man to another that is of men in 

society. 

 Hare says, “Justice is a word of commanding 

like good and is used to guide choices”. 

 John Rawls syas, “a conception of justice is a 

set of principles for choosing between the 

social arrangements and for underwriting a 

consensus as to the proper distribution of 

shares”. 

All the above definitions reveal that social 

justice is a social order or social arrangements 

wherein hierarchical values and need are identified, 

which further led to make the provisions to fulfill 

survival needs of all through public budget, so that 

the distribution of due shares to the needy, weaker 

and downtrodden sections of the society can be 

balanced and corrected. Then the question is – what 

is really due to those sections. The frame of their 

dues is very clear and it is at least their survival e.g. 

clean air, adequate food, shelter, good education, 

proper health facilities etc. They are entitled to get 

all these as their survival needs. This follows that 

the state of justice never denies the assurance of 

men‟s dues or their survivals needs the prime 

component of social justice.
6
 Even beyond that one 

can make claims for developmental needs,
7
 the 

needs over and above the survival needs. It is well 

known fact that the life sustenance of all has been 

the first due of individuals in societies and the 

goods required for the life sustenance are being 

admitted in provisions of social justice. Such a 

provision preserves hierarchical value – life 

sustenance is the most hierarchical value and at the 

same time it meets the requirement of social justice 

– fulfillment of survival needs of the weaker, 

downtrodden and poor people in a socio – 

economic set up of the society. The conception of 
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social justice may be elaborated with the analysis 

of its characteristics. 

Characteristics of Social Justice 

Some of the important characteristics of 

social justice can be stated 

Hierarchical Order of Values and Needs 

Social justice involves most hierarchical 

values and survival needs. A just society should 

aim to preserve or save the life of its commoners. It 

should prefer to protect life sustenance of its 

citizens. This life sustenance is the most important 

hierarchical value that a better society preserves 

and it becomes a part and parcel of social justice. 

Jouvenel D. in his “Ethics of Redistribution” 

argued that social justice involves hierarchical 

values & needs and for that surpluses of the some 

should be sacrificed or shifted to the urgent needs 

of others.
9
 Any good society always promotes 

human growth. It does this because it meets 

important growth needs first – in that society 

material resources are most prominent to meetings 

the lowest needs of the hierarchy – the rich give the 

poor enough to take them out of their poverty, the 

poor give the rich opportunity to serve.
10

 Thus, life 

sustenance and fulfillment of survival need is a 

vital characteristics of social justice. 

Negative Taxation 

Social justice also involves payment of 

taxes from public treasury to the people whose 

living standard is short of subsistence. As 

referenced above the Jouvenel‟s proposition of 

transferring surpluses of some to meet survival 

needs of weaker or poorer but such transfers can be 

preferred in kinds, as these utilized properly to 

meet life protecting needs and no possibility of 

spending on harmful goods. Canadian economy 

gives milk allowance to mother rather than father 

in the hope that it would be spent on milk rather 

than on beer. Thus, a provision of negative taxes 

through public budget in kinds is an important 

feature of social justice. 

Natural Right to Survival 

Life sustenance led natural right of 

survival was assured to the people at the time of 

formation of human society. The people have – had 

not made any type of compromise with their life 

sustenance. This is because, the basic property of 

man is his own person and the fruits of his own 

labor. The society was formed to protect it. This 

was the aim of social contract. 

Recommendations are as under 

 Hierarchical values and needs must be 

preserved and protected to realize full sort of social 

justice in India. In kinds provision of survival 

goods should be property provided and 

implemented through public budget to attain a true 

state of social justice in India. A minimum bundle 

of survival goods required to maintain good and 

efficiency of human beings should be considered as 

the natural right of survival of all to form a good 

humanitarian society in India..  
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