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Introduction 

The coup d etat staged by General Muhammad Zia-

Ul-Haq against his own mentor Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 

was an unprecedented one. The Pakistan Peoples’ 

Party (PPP) and the opposition, Pakistan National 

Alliance (PNA) had reached a final settlement over 

the contested elections, the day before the military 

takeover. The Prime Minister called the army Chief 

Gen. Zia-Ul-Haq in phone to confirm the coup. “I 

am sorry sir, I had to do it”, was his reply. Thus,  

with the declaration of Martial Law, the state had 

returned to its primitive form. “Pakistan, the land 

of the pure, has become coupistan”.The failure of 

Bhuttoism laid the foundation for the coup. During 

the closing years of his rule, Bhutto alienated the 

top elite in almost all walks of life in Pakistan – the 

army, the bureaucracy, the learned professions and 

business- by his arrogance and the shear injustice 

of some of his actions, especially against a former 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. These sections 

gave full support to the army to subvert the Bhutto 

government, Bhutto’s record as Prime Minister had 

not been bad; he saved the country from the moral 

destruction caused by the defeat in the war with 

India in 1971 and the subsequent dismemberment. 

Gave a spirit of optimism and professionalism to 

the Army by thorough drive for stability and 

efficiency. But, “his excesses ruined him”, 

opposition to him meant jail. He had begun to build 

a personal army of people's party volunteers, while  

 

 

the police were more or less, made to act as the 

armed wing of the PPP. At the root of his follies 

was his arrogance and vanity. The innate 

authoritarianism also made the story brutally tragic, 

Any one who came in his way, or seemed likely to 

do so, was pushed aside often unceremoniously and 

at times brutally.The dissention of the officer corps 

is also a cause in the seizure of power by the Junda. 

It is believed that, the Generals acted partly to pre-

empt a coup attempt by junior officer corps. With 

thefunctioning of the coup the federal form of 

government .turned to a unitary one. General Zia 

promised new Elections within four months. On 28 

July, 1977 Bhutto was released from ‘Protective 

custody’. On 8 August, he started touring of the 

provinces to make Election propaganda. He got 

warm welcome every where. In Karachi, the 

gathering was unprecedented in the history of the 

city. This irritated the military rulers and they 

subsequently put off the proposed elections to the 

National Assembly to avoid a PPPP victory and re-

arrested Bhutto on 3 Sept., 1977 on a fabricated 

murder charge, He was charged with complicity in 

the murder of a political opponent, Muhamad 

Ahmad Khan Kasuri, who had earlier been 

murdered in Lahore. He was no opponent of 

Bhutto.Kasuri’s son Ahmad RazaKasuri was a 

worker of the PPP and had got elected to the 

National Assembly on the bandwagon of the PPP 
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in the 1970 Elections. He dissented with Bhutto 

and left the party. 

The police charge was that, Bhutto wanted to get 

Ahmad RazaKasuri assassinated: and that the 

Federal Security Force (FSF), a creation of Bhutto, 

planned to murder him. The plan, it was said, went 

wrong as,it was not he but his father travelling in 

the car which was way-laid by assassins, and 

instead of RazaKasuri, his father became the victim 

of Bhutto’s wrath. On 16 December, 1978 Benazir 

and her mother were lathi-charged and later 

arrested. 

At the same time, the Lahore-High Court started 

proceedings to begin the ‘Bhutto trail’. Gen.,Zia 

sacked few judges and his own men were inducted 

in their place. A new date for election was 

proclaimed as on 17 Nov.1979. In place of the 

subverted constitution of 1973, Ziaissued 

Provincial Constitution Orders (PCO) and Judges 

were directed to take oath of office on the same. 

The PCO, infact, substituted even the idea of the 

constitution that,if the people of Pakistan gave 

themselves inApril 1973 and took away all the 

autonomy, authority and legitimacy from, among 

others, the higher judiciary”. Thus., the General 

succeeded purging the courts of any judicial 

opposition to his authority. 

On the same time, the Lahore High Courtsentenced 

Z.A. Bhutto to death on 19 March, 1978. He was 

tried in open court but his defence plea was held in 

camera. Bhutto filed an appeal in the Supreme 

Courtbut it was rejected. Despite appeals of 

clemancy from almost all the Capitals of the world, 

General Zia-Ul-Haq confirmed the sentence. Just 

after mid-night on 4 April, 1979 Bhutto was 

hanged in Rawalpindi Central Jail. When the news 

brokeout, his corpse had already been buried in his 

ancestral graveyard in Larkana. Thus dangerous 

sermon of the opposition like, “hang Bhutto from 

Attock bridge or from a lamp-post”, was 

materialized by the General whom Bhutto himself 

and appointed personally. 

After coming to power Zia promised 

Electionswithin “90 days and quit” Before many 

weeks wereout, he drew the red-herring of 

‘accountability’ across the nations track and 

indefinitely postponed elections, But Zia felt 

compelled to announce another election date as 17 

November, 1979. This time he talked of the 

possibility of a ‘Civil war’ if the election campaign 

were to be started. After postponing elections the 

second time, Zia “took up on himself the task of 

enforcing Islam in Pakistan”. Thus the dictator 

made up for lack of popular appeal by ‘using 

Islam’. 

Zia demolished civilian institutions toensure his 

hegemony. Like Ayoob Khan, the General also 

projected an image of ‘senseless soldier of Islam’. 

But, his real nature was cruel, reactionary and 

autocratic to the core. His election announcement 

was a deliberate mis-statement to pacify the 

dissenters in the Armed Forces against thecoup. He 

formed a ‘civilian cabinet’ in August, 1978 with 

persons drawn from the anti-Bhutto movement as 

ministers. He also took over as President of 

Pakistan, in addition to being Chief Martial 

LawAdministrator (CMLA), and the army chief”, 

Zia perpetuated his rule by fragmenting the nation 

and putting one group against another”, He also 

crushed a counter coup attempt by a section of the 

Armed Forces against him under the leadership of 

Major Gen.Thajamal Hussein in March 1988. The 

opposition PPP-sponsored Movement for 

Restoration of Democracy (MRD) also was 

crushed ruthlessly with bullets. 
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In 1984 Zia held a referendum to continue as 

President. In 1985 Elections were held on a non-

party basis, and installed a ‘democratic 

government’ under the Prime Ministership of 

Mohamad Khan Junejo from Sind –“a move seen 

as placating the people of the province where.-the 

late Bhutto hailed” The Election was a pointer to 

the future things as a large number of candidates 

who held high positions in the Martial Law regime 

or who were identified as supporters of Zia 

weredefeated. The democratic forces in Pakistan 

outrightly criticised and disowned the election 

results as ‘Zia-made for his hench-men’, Ms. 

Bhutto not only rejected the results as farce, but 

also demanded fresh elections to the National 

Assembly. All on a sudden her demand got large 

scale public support in the various parts ofPakistan. 

The interesting thing was that even the 

Congressman StefenJ.Solaraz, has gone to the 

extent of suggesting that the United States should 

encouragePakistan to hold mid-term polls in 1987 

or 1988. A senior member of the House, Foreign 

Affairs Committee, Mr.Solaraz has aired 

therestoration of Democracy in the Philippines to 

stress his demand, 

The rubber-stamp Prime Minister of the regime 

was so enthusiastic in hailing the results of 

theElections and in giving a civilian colour to his 

‘military-dictated rule’. According to Mr. Junejo,” 

Now you can add Pakistan to the list of the 

advanced countries where there is full and free 

democracy” 

General Zia got full support from the right-wing 

political parties like the Muslim league and the 

Jamaat-e-Islami. (the party of Islam). The Jamaat-

e-Islami isacader party of the poor petite 

bourgeoisie, concentrated in the cities. It was eager 

to Islamise Pakistan. Thus the shrewd General got a 

natural ally in them. His goal of Islamization met 

with strong opposition from most of the Judges and 

lawyers, while majority of the people were not 

particularly enthusiastic about the substitution of 

Islamic courts (Shariat) for the familiar British-

style courts, and the more informal judgments by 

consensus made by the village courts at the village 

level in the name of Islamic Law. 

Zia’s policy of Islamisation had also divided and 

demoralised the country. In the name of 

Islamisation, the fundamentalists had tried to 

impose their begotted minority views on the rest of 

the-country. Under Zia,- the ‘Mullahs’ became the 

‘sword of Islamisation’. They presided his 

reppressive regime with the cover, of Islamto make 

it palatible and he in turn, introduced an Islamic 

tax- ‘Zakkat’ - 2.5% ofiall:.income which he 

distributed through them. Far more of Zia’s tax 

went into the Mullahs' pockets than into the hands 

of the needy for whom it was supposedly collected. 

Zia adjusted with the post-election situation and 

revised some of his earlier, plans for systemic 

changes. The Martial Law System, however, was 

retained for another 9 months, while President Zia 

and the largely inexperienced ministers and 

members of the National Assembly negotiated for a 

‘new constitutional system’. The critical ordinances 

in this political process were ; 

(a) The renewal of the Provisional 

Constitution Order of March, 1985, 

(b) The Eighth Constitutional Amendment, 

generally called the ‘Indemnity Law’ of 

October .1985, and 

(c) The politicalParties (Amendment) Act of 

December, 1985. 

Law on 30 December 1985, and the “re-institution 

of the first fully civilian system of government 

since 1969.” Mohammad Khan Junejo was the 
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politician who with his collected members formed 

a government in 1986. But, in three years, with the 

title ofPrime Minister, even a ‘Peon’ could become 

too bigger for his shoes. Sensing this, Zia 

dismissed Junejo on 29 May, 1988, blaming him 

for the “worsening conditions in the country and 

also for increasing corruption and inefficiency”. 

Punjabisation: General Zia-Ul-Haq created his 

constituencyamong the military officers. They were 

mostly Punjabis or Pathans. It is the only organised 

force in the country and whenever there has been a 

vacuum due, to the absence of a viable system, the 

army has stepped in. And, in 1977, Zia got the full 

support from the Punjabis who constituted around 

70% of the country's fighting forces. Thus, Punjab 

constitutes a privileged ethnic group who had the 

most to lose from a state of instability in the 

country. Not only army but also jobs, trade, 

industry and irrigated land are dominated by this 

group. Every Punjabi family was a direct 

beneficiary of the preferential treatment Zia 

extended to the Armed Forces. So they stood with 

the dictator in all his actions and even the MRD 

agitation failed to make any headway in Punjab. 

The 1983 campaign of the MRD was mainly 

centred in the province of Sind; where the Punjagi-

dominated army had no hesitation to shoot the 

Sindi protesters dead. The campaign failed tospread 

to the other parts of the country. Thus, Punjab 

remained as a source of strength to Zia-Ul-Haq. 

The General, in term, because the Saviourof 

Punjab. The crooked and calculative Zia used this 

favour to perpetuate his military regime over the 

country. 

Islamisation: The place of religion in the state was 

a vexed issue from the very beginning. Pakistan 

was certainly intended to be a state for the Indian 

Muslims. It is remarkable how right-wing parties 

claims to be strong in the Punjab and how all make 

Islamic or Pakistan Ideology-now called the 

Islamic System - their stock in trade. General 

Mohammad Zia-Ul-Haq played politics with Islam. 

It was a weapon in his hands to wield more powers 

to his credit. His knowledge of Islam did not go 

beyond the Madrasa instruction, he must have 

received in his child-hood. To Zia, 

Islamisationmeant, praying five times a day, fasting 

during Holy month of ‘Ramzan’ and administering 

Islamic Punishment to criminals like, for example, 

cutting off the hands of thieves, stonning 

adulteresses to death et al. 

Compulsary payment of ‘Zakkat’ by deducting the 

money from bank deposits was another 

Islamicmeasure. The notorious Islamic law 

‘Hadood’ is famous only because of its cruel and 

inhuman provisions.Under it, a women can be 

jailed for committing adultery or even for being 

raped. A rapist's victim bears the legal burden of 

proving that she was not responsible for the attack. 

So, in simple words, “the exploiters have used the 

Islam as a cloak for their nefariousdesigns to go on 

looting the people. Thus it was clear that Zia’s 

Islamisation drive was nothing but a facade to 

perpetuate the military regime for a long time. 

Interistingly, Zia-Ul-Haq-‘the senslesssoldier of 

Islam’ - forgot or ignored the glory of Islamic law’, 

one night in March 1977, when he made a 

desperate attempt to reduce Asifa, a well-known 

actress at afunction in Lahore. So, the General was 

Unislamic and impure in many occations. Then, 

what was hisintention in Islamising Pakistan? The 

answer is simple; the insistance on the Islamic 

system was a manoeuvrepreserve the social and 

political statusque unaffected. 

The Military Dimension: Pakistan, by 1981 had 

become the second largest supplier of military 
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manpower in the Third world.Placed next to Cuba, 

it had military. contigence or missions, large and 

small, in 22 couptries, with most of them in seven 

states - Saudi Arabia, the U.A.E., Sultanate-of 

Oman, Kuwait, 'Jordan, Syria, and Lybia. It 

reflected Pakistan's reputation,for military 

competence. In 1983, Saudi Arabia signed two 

security co-operation arguments, with the emphasis 

on internal defence for the Kingdom. The exact 

number of Pakistani troops and advisors stationed 

abroad in the 1980’s is a closely guarded secret. 

Some published estimates, of a total of 40,000 or 

even 50,000 Pakistani military men serving abroad 

by 1985. In a word, the Zia - ruled Pakistan became 

a Policeman of the Gulf" in preserving the US 

interests. The Americans, inturn, reciprocated with 

packages of enhanced financial rewards to 

Pakistan. 

The ‘Afghan Muddle’: Landlocked by the Soviet 

Union in the north, Iran in the west, the Indian sub-

continent in the south and east, and China in the 

north east, Afghanistan is situated in the heart of 

Asia. On the map, Afghanistan looks like a tortoise 

with an outstretched neck; The Wakhan Panchadle, 

the highest park of the country serves as the neck 

of the tortoise.Pakistan had particular reasons to be 

disturbed at the developments in Afghanistan. The 

relations between the two countries were never 

very cordial.Afghanistan’s support for the idea of 

‘Pakhtoonistan’ was a sore point for Pakistan 

rulers. 

The Russian intervention in in Afghanistan was a 

blessing in disguise to Zia. Prior to the incident, his 

popularity was an all-time-low within and outside 

Pakistan as a result of the execution of Z.A. Bhutto. 

The Russian involvement on the Afghan affair 

changed the scene. Zia became a 

benevolentdictator to the west and the Pentagon. 

The Military-ruled Pakistan,” the last bastion of the 

free world in South-East Asia.It gave a 

breakthrough to the General and he earned huge 

amount of financial help and equipment’s for his 

country by using the ‘Mujahideens’ as a card. The 

Regan Administration was forced to climb down 

even on sensitive issues like the Pakistan Nuclear 

Weapon Programme to win the country as ‘a proxy 

against the Soviet-supported Kabul Regime. 

American munificence was used to acquire 

equipment like the Harpoon ship-to-ship missile, 

which has no connection with the Soviet 

Intervention in Afghanistan and Pakistan being a 

frontline state. 

Ethnic Unrest 

The Baluchis, Pathans and Sindhis were annoyed 

and felt isolated under Zia. His partiality and 

favouratism to the Punjabis and Punjabi-dominated 

bureaucracy was so vivid from the beginning itself. 

Sind was witnessing bloody ethnic battles from 

1984 onwards, The Mohajir-Sindhi conflict started 

to deteriorate during his regime by changing 

Karachi to a second Lebenon. The suppression of 

the MRD- added the desperation and isolation of 

the Sindhis. The natural result of the oppression 

and Punjabi-domination was the birth of Sindh is 

militancy. And now, not only Karachi and 

Hyderabad but also the rural Sindh is under the grip 

of militant insurgency of well-equipped extremists. 

The bureaucracy and Punjabi elites formed a 

vicious circle under Zia. The condition in the North 

West Frontier Province (NWFP) and Baluchistan 

were alto far away from being normal. The influx 

of MujahidinGuerillas into these sensitive areas 

destroyed the social, political and economic 

balance of the people residing here. Thus, the 

ruling elite,“treat all the nationalities barring the 

dominant Punjabis virtually as colonial 
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possessions. The easy availability of weapons like 

the ‘Kalanishkovs’ made the drug barons, thugs 

and other mafias the masters of the time. The 

federal structure of the country also underwent 

speedy changes. 

The Movement for the Restoration of 

Democracy: Politicians in Pakistan have a 

tendency to Join in hands against military or 

authoritarian rule. The tradition was set by the 

politicians in the erstwhile East Pakistan, who had 

formed the United Front against the.-then 

authoritarian rule of the MuslimLeague. The 

UnitedFrontdefeatedtheMuslim League in the 1954 

provincial elections. Then during the movement 

against Ayub Khan, they formed the Democratic 

Action Committee, and against Bhutto they formed 

the Pakistan National Alliance. In the early stages 

of martial law, when all the other political parties 

were demanding ‘accountability’, the only party 

struggling against the military rule was Bhutto’s 

people’s party.The party naturally bore the brunt of 

the oppression. Hundreds of its workers were 

flogged and put behind bars. It was only after the 

second postponement of the elections that the other 

political parties came to realise that the General 

had ambitions, other than those he had been 

publicly professing. Leadersof nine political parties 

then met in Karachi onFebruary 6, 1981, they 

signed a declaration announcing a united front 

against the military rule. An umbrella organization, 

the Movement for Restoration’ of Democracy was 

formed. Most of the rival political figures joined 

hands to fight and die for the restoration of 

people’s rule in the country. 

The news of the formation and signing of the MRD 

charter electrified the length and breadth of 

Pakistan. The psychological boost it gave to the 

people led many to interpret it as a signal to start a 

protest against the injustices of the martial law 

regime. The students of the Frontier Province were 

the first to take to the streets. The MRD comprised 

of the following parties : 

(1) The Pakistan People’s Party, 

(2) The Muslim League (Quasim Group), 

(3) The Jamiat-Ul-Ulema-i-Islam of Maulana 

Mufti Mahmood, 

(4) The National Awami Party of- Khan Wali 

Khan, 

(5) Pakistan Democratic Party of Nawabzada 

Nazrullahlthan, 

(6) The Pakistan National Party of Mir Ghous 

Bux Bizengo, 

(7) Kizan Mazdoor Party of Fatehyab AU. 

Khan, 

(8) National Democratic Party of Sardar 

Sherbaz Mazari and, 

(9) The Quami Mahaz Azadi of Meraj 

Mohammed Khan. 

The Tragic End of Zia Legacy The democratic 

forces in Pakistan received a tremoudousboost  

with the tragic demise of General Muhammed Zia, 

Ul-Haq in an air crash near Bahawalpur on 17 

August, 1988. Everybody, including the 

AmericanAmbassador to Pakistan, Mr. Arnold 

Rephel was killed andburied so badly as to be 

almost unrecognizable. People compare Zia with 

Idhi Amin of Uganda and General Franco of Spain. 

The General, throughout his eleven years in power 

nourished his own constituency - the army. He 

proved himself more skilled and sophitical in 

politics than the military dictators who had ruled 

Pakistan in the Pre-Bhutto era, through a 

combination of brutality, incompetence and 

venality. His death saved the country from a bloody 

civil-war by making the way for a return to 
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democracy; a hope so dear and beloved to the 

people of Pakistan. 
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