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Power and dominance is something common 

in both the culture. But the method they use 

to find the top place in the society and status 

are different. The clash between the physical 

might and the mechanical guns; the fight for 

superiority, but in the end how Christianity 

and European culture gradually developed 

among the Africans. The defeat of Africans 

toward the Eastern culture; they had no 

choice but to surrender. 

The power structure in the African continent 

changed drastically when it was invaded by 

the European Imperial powers. The tribe 

system in Africa was based on the 

assumption that physical strength is the sole 

decider in matters of dispute and that the 

collective strength of the tribe is greater than 

that of an individual as the individual is also 

a part of the tribe. A person establishes his 

might or rather, his superior social standing, 

not by his birth, that is to say, being born to 

a great warrior but by personal feats. An 

individual has to prove to the tribe that he is 

worthy of being called a strong man. This 

naturally supposes that a person has to show 

by deeds what he aspires to be in society. 

That is to say, his deeds decide what his 

social standing is. 

This is a view that is not shared by the 

Imperial West which functions on a different 

principle, that a person‟s birth determines 

his standing in society and that that will 

decide what he can hope to achieve. 

Physical prowess was not given much 

importance in the West as it was considered 

brutal and intellectual prowess was the 

standard by which people were supposedly 

judged. This judgment is not objective as the 
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process of judging is biased towards the 

whites and the inherent supposition that the 

Africans are still primitive. 

Okonkwo climbs the social ladder of his 

tribe by proving that he is strong and this is 

recognized as the only way in which a man 

can climb the social ladder. This decides the 

hierarchy in Africa and is not questioned by 

the members and everybody in the tribe 

knows their place in it. There is no question 

of being favored by the tribe, as the tribe is 

considered impartial and more important 

than its members. The invasion of the 

African continent alters this hierarchy and 

disrupts the existing social set up. This is 

done by indoctrinating the people who are in 

the lower rungs of the social ladder and by 

making them to feel that they have been 

made to occupy their “menial” position by 

the erroneous social set up and that western 

influence would alter it and elevate them. 

This made the Africans on the lower rungs 

of the convert to the European world view 

and this challenged the traditional African 

set up as it posed a direct threat to the 

African notions of strength. This could not 

be ignored by African “patriarchs” as they 

felt that insubordinate behavior from the 

Africans would bring a change in the 

hierarchy as the loss of the people in the 

lower ranks would naturally push the ones in 

the upper ranks to the lower and this would 

drastically affect those on the top. The 

“patriarch” sought to put those who deviate 

from the social set up in their place but the 

deviants had the Imperial might behind their 

backs. This was perceived by the Africans 

who were forced to acknowledge that they 

could not do anything as the guns which 

were used by the British Military could not 

be fought with pure physical might. 

The realization that their (African) physical 

might is not a match for the European guns 

puts the supposedly strong Africans in the 

backdrop and makes them feel inferior. This 

is what drives Okonkwo to suicide and this 

show the loss of African values to the 

“physically” superior West. This physical 

strength does not just mean bodily strength 

but that of the strength which is provided by 

their guns. Okonkwo feels that they, the 

Africans, should both bow down and have 

their culture and social set up annihilated by 

the force of the invading hegemony or 

should let themselves be trampled down. 

Thus, the clash of the two civilizations was 

basically a fight to decide which was more 

powerful, that is to say, if the Africans had 

been more powerful, their civilization would 

have been the hegemony and would have 

superseded the British ideology. 
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The converted Christians of Igbo people 

who killed the python demonstrate the start 

of the clash of civilization. The response of 

the native Africans who refuse to fight the 

Africans who started the class by killing the 

python show a peaceful way of responding. 

That is to say, they did not act in the 

traditional way i.e. they did not kill the 

people who killed the python. If they had 

killed the people who had transgressed 

against their gods then they would have 

been following what has been expected of 

them by the Europeans. To be more precise, 

the Europeans expected native t Africans to 

be barbaric and to kill themselves for minor 

reasons. Even though the same thing was 

done in Christian Europe (in the crusades), 

Europeans had the tendency to gloss over 

their own errors and to focus only on the 

crimes of the other.  

“He saw the world as a battlefield in which 

the children of light were locked in mortal 

conflict with the sons of darkness.  He spoke 

in his sermons about sheep and goats and 

about wheat and tears.  He believed in 

slaying the prophets‟ of Baal.”(Achebe, 174) 

Rev. James Smith sees the world as the 

battlefield which is a very violent outlook of 

life. The African outlook on life is generally 

peaceful but it is seen as violent. The 

European view of life actually violent hit 

viewed as peaceful. This shows that the 

white Europeans are closed in their outlook 

towards life, even though they pretend to be 

open to new ideas. If the Europeans had 

similar ideas (the ideas of Africans) then 

there should be no clash of civilizations but 

it is possible that there would have been just 

such a clash as seen in the novel.  This is 

because the main clash of civilization is not 

one of ideas but of race. 

Rev. James Smith represents the Europeans 

idea of religion which is supposedly 

peaceful. African religions are essentially 

peaceful because their leaders pursue 

peaceful means when they refused to kill the 

people who kill the python. If African 

religion had been European and the 

European religion had been African then it 

stands to reason that the African religion 

will be considered superior to Christianity. 

“He had just sent Okonkwo‟s son, Nwoye, 

who was now called Isaac, to the new 

training college for teachers in Umuru.  And 

he had hoped that Okonkwo would be happy 

to hear of it.  But Okonkwo had driven him 

away with the threat that if he came into his 

compound again, he would be carried out of 

it.”(Achebe, 172) 

Nwoye converted to Christianity against his 

father‟s expressive wishes which cause 

Okonkwo to disinherit Nwoye. If 
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Okonkwohad behaved like a stereotypical 

African, then he would have killed Nwoye.  

But he merely sends Nwoye out of his 

house.  This practice is not uncommon in 

Europe where sons who disobey their fathers 

are disinherited. This shows that the same 

attitude is prevalent in Europe but 

Europeans criticize the said attitude in the 

continent of Africa. This further gives 

credence to the theory that the problem with 

Africa is not inherently a problem but one 

created merely out of racism. 

“It is already too late, said Obierika sadly. 

„Our own men and our sons have joined the 

ranks of the stranger.  They have joined his 

religion and they help to uphold his 

government.  If we should try to drive out 

the white men in Umofia we should find it 

easy.  There are only two of them.  But what 

of our own people who are following their 

way and have been given power?”(Achebe, 

165) 

The Africans acknowledge the fact that they 

are losing their authority over their children 

and though they want to change their 

situation, they do not want to do so as this 

would bring the blood of their children on 

their hands.  This being the case, they do not 

want to stop the growth of Christianity using 

violence as the chief means to this end.  

They also do not want to kill or get rid of 

Europeans who were the cause of this 

conversion.  As doing it would mean 

indirectly taking part in the fight against 

theirs own blood relation. Okonkwo said to 

his community people that “Their fathers 

had never dared to stand before our 

ancestors.  We must fight these men and 

drive them from the land.”(Achebe, 165) 

This view, though the view of the majority 

of the Africans is not the one approved of by 

the tribal leaders in Africa.  

Africans place an immense attachment to 

their ancestors who are also an integral part 

of their religion. This being the case it can 

be seen that it is very hard for Africans to 

act in a very Christian manner even though 

they are not Christians.                               

“The white man had indeed brought a 

lunatic religion, but he had also built a 

trading store and for the first time palm-oil 

and kernel became things of great price, and 

much money flowed into Umofia”(168). 

Rev. James Smith brought out the 

Europeans thought to make the places 

wealthy where ever they are. This shows 

that religion and economic structure of 

Europe entered Africa at the same time and 

the natives converted into Christianity did 

not know the difference between the two. 

This also shows that the Europeans who are 
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intent on converting the natives to 

Christianity did not lose sight of the 

economic aspect, which was the main aim of 

colonization.  

“The band of egwugwu moved like a furious 

whirlwind to Enoch‟s compound and with 

matchet and fire reduced it to a desolate 

heap.  And from there they made for the 

church, intoxicated with destruction…Ajofia 

was the leading egwugwu of Umofia.  He 

was the head and spokesman of the nine 

ancestors who administered justice in the 

clan.” (Achebe, 178)   

The „egwugwu‟ embodies all the rich 

traditions of Africa. This clash between 

African and European religion resulted in 

the former losing to the latter. This is 

because Africans did not choose to evolve 

their religion where as the latter did.  

It is only the personality of the person 

representing Christianity which triumphs 

and not their religion. If the Africans had not 

chosen to wear the mask which hides their 

identity they would have been in much 

better state in their meeting with Rev. James 

Smith. To be more precise, it is their choice 

to follow their tradition of wearing masks, to 

represent their Gods, which reduces them to 

mere figures in a pantomime which gives 

more importance to the only participant who 

appears human, Rev. James Smith. 
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