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Abstract 

SashiDeshpande is one of the Indian English 

woman writers who depict Indian women 

life in their real form. Sashi deshpande is not 

only a writer but also an Indian woman who 

won to describe the under currents of Indian 

society. She was born in Dharwar in 

1938.after graduation, she joined for law. 

She was a journalist after her studies and 

that widened her realm of thought and that 

gave her a chance to know more about 

Indian society. Among the recent  Indian 

women novelists writing  in English 

,Deshpande has emerged as one  of the  

main stream woman writers in India and has 

draw critical attention  because of her 

detailed,sensitive and realistic representation 

of Indian middle class  women in the 

domestic sphere. Her major novels include  

„The Dark Holds No Terror(1980), Roots 

and Shadows(1983), That Long 

Silence(1988), The Binding Vine (1992),A 

Matter of Time (1996), Small 

Remedies(2000), Moving On(2004)and In 

The Country of Deceit (2008) Deshpande‟s 

forte has been the Indian women , her 

conflicts and predicaments‟ against the  

background of  contemporary India. The 

issues and themesin her novels arise from 

the situation of women at the cross read of a 

traditional society. This paper “The Dark 

Holds No Terror” deals the trauma of the 

middle class working women who has 

become a trap in the male dominated 

society. Which is reflective of the feminist 

aspirations? The discard and disillusionment 

of the educatedwoman in atradition bound 

„Indian society‟ is the theme of the novel. 

There is the ultimate realization at the end, 

after a stretched mental predicament and a 

long drown introspection. Womenquest for 

self exploration is the principal theme of this 

novel. 
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Sarita (saru)was the protagonist of the novel 

in The Dark Holds No Terror. She was a 

successful doctor. She was a daughter of a 

bank employ and a reactionary mother.She 

suffered lot in her life without any faults of 

hers.Fate and social conditions made 

torment in such a way that she couldn‟t have 

happiness in her life.She was victim of 

circumstances and conventions of an 

orthodox and reactionary society. 

Sarita had the notion from the beginning that 

she was an unwanted child. She wrote in her 

note book even when she was a child, 

“Nobody likes me. Nobody cares me. 

Nobody wants me”. Perhaps it was the 

feeling of female children in all the Indian 

middle class families and unfortunately the 

same feeling is given to the female children 

in India even today. 

Sarita‟s family consisted of only four 

persons there are her parents, her younger 

brother Dhruva and herself. Like all the 

Indian middle class families dhruva given a 

preferential treatment to sarita.But as a 

daughter of the family should be followed 

the strict discipline.Dhruva would have the 

ill-luck. He died in an accident while he was 

with his sister, sarita.She was not 

responsible for his death.She had tried her 

best to retrieve her brother from the pool 

inwhichhe had drowned, but her mother 

declared that she had killed him and asked 

her why she alsodidnot die with her brother. 

After the death of dhruva she became a 

wronged and unwanted daughter. Her 

mother indicted her directly and her father 

failed to rise to support her. She felt that 

alienated from her parents. Fate made this 

fact but suffered the innocent girl. This dark 

fact deeply holds in her heart but she is not 

the terror at that situation. 

Sarita alienated herself fromdaughter 

forever,this bitterness was reflected in all 

matters of the family and opposed her even 

on such an important issue as joining the 

medical college. Saru‟s mother was already 

a type of reactionary mother and also she 

behave like a conservative mother, she said 

as they were to spend money on her 

marriage, it was not possible for her to 

spend money to her medical studies. She 

thought marriage of the daughter was far 

more important than education.Again a 

conservative and reactionary mother said 

when “you can get married our 

responsibility will be over”.Here we easily 

findout the important thing is, saritas mother 

is an example of typical Indian women who 

are seen partiality between son and 
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daughter, and she thinks daughters are 

burden to the family. Till most of the Indian 

middle class families consider as the same 

thought. 

Sarita was hungry for love from her 

childhood, she had agreat determination and 

self- restraint.  Smita took sarita to a 

function though she had no desire to go 

there. Smita told manohar was an underpaid 

college teacher and a poet.He also called 

Manu.Sarita met manu incidentally, when 

she was an adolescent. She fell on the 

handsome features of Manu at the first sight. 

Her friend smita spoke highly about 

manohars literary achievements I think 

smita did not take her to the function fate 

brought her there. Like some Indian young 

girls, Sarita was struck by manohar‟s 

features and mannerisms.Innocentlyshe 

noticed- straight dark thick eye-brows,a firm 

chin (and whoever had said that a receding 

chin is a sign of weakness) and his 

mannerisms are stayed with her eyes and 

heart. 

Second time,sarita met manohar at college 

canteen. She was overwhelmed by manohars 

qualities of head and heart. She did not dare 

to meet him.She introduced herself to him. 

Both of them recollected their first meeting. 

Then, saritas determination to go to the 

medical college saved her from being shift 

off her feet by the strong emotion of love. 

She suppressed the emotion of love.Itmeans 

of grit and hard work, she joined the medical 

college.She had a prospect of becoming a 

doctor and lives a life of happiness. So she 

avoided to met manohar, shewas concentrate 

only in studies.But fate played a cruel trick 

with her.That was she again met manohar in 

medical college canteen. Fate send him there 

to re-awake the emotions in sarita‟s heart 

which she had suppressed with great 

effort.She met the man was her dreams, yet 

she never thought that he would respond to 

her emotions so quickly. That‟s like he 

behaves with her. 

She felt heartily and remained most of time 

her mother told her, she was not beautiful 

enough to attract anybody.”you will never 

be good looking. You are too dark for that 

…. Looking atyou in the mirror!”Here we 

want to remind the proverb,we are all known 

crow‟schild isgold to that crow. But as a 

mother, she said her daughter was not 

beautiful enough to attract anybody. And 

also said she was toodark, saritas mother 

behaves with her as a reactionary mother. 

Fate made her happy a moment that was 

manohars eyes told her that she was „an 

attractive woman‟. This was pleasant 

surprise to her. It was a compliment she had 

received from one „who had,at one time, 
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been at the top‟. Naturally she was elated 

when the man of her dreamhimself came to 

propose to her. She was blind in love. She 

overjoyedto find a lover all unexpected.-“it 

was incredible to me that I could evoke an 

emotion so strong in anyone. That anyone 

could care for me in that wayand to that 

extend”. A young girl, who was given the 

impression that she was ugly and would not 

to be get anybody love. She was 

overwhelmed when manu addressed her in 

Keats words   “I long to believe in 

immortality, if I am destined to be happy 

with you ……… how short is the longest 

life”. This like situations made surprise and 

given overjoyed to young girls that caused 

most of them fell in love. Her whole being 

was exhausted to find that manu had such 

feelings of love for her .but yet there was a 

gnawing disbelief….. How could I be 

anyone s beloved? And he as a man set apart 

from others, above the others…… the boys 

in my class …..Should love me seemed 

evenmore incredible, “the fisher mans 

daughter could not have been more surprised 

when the kingasked her to marry him”. 

Finally saritas hungerof love chose her life 

partner without consulting her parents. 

Saritas married life began on a high note. 

Naturally she was hungry for love, which 

she got from manohar. Extremely she was 

happy when she found that from manohar. 

Manohar has true and innocent love for her 

.but her happiness was short lived .incidents 

which hurt the male ego of manohar took 

place one after the other. The men around 

her house looked at her lusciously and 

women saidadmiringly that she as lady 

doctor. One are the other people are visited 

her almost every day but none ever asked 

about manohar.When they went out of this 

chawl for a walk, people are greeted her – 

there was smiles and nods, greets and said 

their wishes heartily that was only for her 

nothing for him. 

Saritasgrownings became a cause of 

humiliation for manohar. Sarita could not 

notice it for he revealed nothing. It was 

much later she realized why manu had sick 

of public place. Here he sick it means his 

ego hurts him because of saritas fame. He 

felt that he was not highly noticed by people 

before a woman. This act not only hurt 

manohar, but also hurt most of the men in 

middle class families.Thus manu became a 

victim of neglect in public and private life. 

This ego again grown while a women‟s 

magazine asked manu, how he felt when his 

wife was earning morethan he did. She was 

in fact, earning “not only the butter but most 

of the bread as well”.All these things strung 

together hit his ego consequently he became 



Impact Factor.1.14                                                                                              UGC Jr. No. : 45308                                 

Emperor International Journal of Finance and Management Research [EIJFMR]  ISSN: 2395-5929 
 

@Mayas Publication UGC Approved Journal Page 84 
 

a psycho path. He started gnawing and 

biting and beating her in a stupor. She 

thought love died soon in love marriages. 

Cause, while a woman grown before her 

husband. These thought was some men 

attitude in middle class families. 

Later sarita realized that manu had a signed 

psyche because the esteem she was getting 

from the people had made her inches taller 

than her husband. Indian society expects 

man as the head of the family, who earns 

more than any other member of the family. 

Who controls the family in every aspects of 

life? Saru realizes that always wife should 

be less or she should be a few feet behind 

her husband to lead a happy life.Things 

came to such a pass she began to dominate 

over her husband against her desire. When 

she got married she had sworn that she 

would never dominate. Yet it happened. She 

felt that there was something which was 

„outsideshe, driving her on‟. She mused, 

“Do we walk on chalked lines drawn by 

others”.It was a reflect action that manu 

tried to dominate over her in private life. He 

tried to arouse himself to some pitch but he 

failed to dominate her in the private life. 

Manu had also written to her insinuating that 

his for her were unchanged. Though he was 

dominating in his attitude- “the ego of the 

male ,she  thought wryly, unwilling  to 

believe that he  has lost  the art of pleasing , 

assuming that marriage, possession gave 

him  a lifelong right  to affection , love  and 

respect”. She thought that there was nothing 

like love between husband and wife .it was a 

relationship based on mutual need. She 

believed that there was only a need which 

both fought against, futility. The futility 

turning into the thing they called love. It‟s 

only a word she thought, take away the 

word, the idea, andthe concept will wither 

away”. She came to this conclusion because 

she had found love of manu had grown gold. 

Male chauvinism made matters worse. She 

thought it was assault on the feminine pride 

and self-respect. 

Then boozie came in the life of saritha like a 

god father. He helped her for her higher 

studies. Shebecame M.D. and registrar. 

Then she started consultancy. Boozie had 

given money gone to greeting her. But manu 

all the while stood side lined. The result was 

disastrous. Sarus relationship with her 

husband began to be tensedbecause manohar 

was not prepared to realize that his wife was 

a doctor also and she returned home 

exhausted. He expected her at home at the 

scheduled hour and to look after the home as 

a housewife would .on a particular day,she 

came home late due to an emergency which 

only she could deal with.When she reached 
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home she found her husband sitting with a 

brooding expression, not willing to talk to 

her .she had to speak to express her 

repentance for no faults of her .but manohar 

had not taken all this in a good spirit. 

Manu became a psycho path. He would 

injure her with hands,feet, and teeth, like a 

beast in the bed but act like a caring husband 

in the morning. She told her father, “He 

attacked me like an animal that night. I was 

sleeping and Iwoke up andthere was this…. 

The man hurting me,with his hand,teeth,his 

whole body. He did it again and again, every 

night”she could do anything against him. 

She could fight back. But she could not 

shout, cry lest.Because she was so afraid 

that children in the next room they would 

hear,and get shocked by the imbecility of 

their father.as a mother,sarita had patience 

for her children.Most of the middle class 

family womenfaced these like situations and 

problems even today. They managed the 

patience only for their family and children. 

Sarita held herself responsible for 

it.Shethought, there is something in the male 

that is whittled down and ultimately 

destroyed by female domination.It is not so 

with a female. She can be dominated. She 

can submit and yet hold something of 

herself in reserve.As if there is something in 

her that prevents erosion and self –

destruction”. She had her own case before 

her. She was cursed and neglected by her 

Parents, yet she had the resilience to sustain 

herself. If she hadn‟t had this guilty, she 

would have been destroyed. But she had the 

examples of dhruva and her father before 

her, “dhruva had been dominated by two 

females (his mother and sister), making him 

a creature full of terrors” and her father was 

reduced to a cipher. Her husband was,she 

knew also going to be a victim of his 

dominating wife. 

Saru was in a strange situation – she had 

both sympathy and hatred for her 

husband.The repentance showed her the 

light. She had thought of divorcing manu 

because she thought it was not possible for 

her to live with a distraught husband and 

suffer violence for the whole life. But in the 

endshethinks he needed treatment. She had 

come to feel in the mood and the spirit of 

compression that she would take pity on 

manohar who was patient and deserved 

treatment. 

None of the women characters that 

Deshpande has presented happy and 

balanced. Perhaps Deshpande has gone too 

far in saying that women irrespective of 

their class and caste are living a life of 

misery and suffering.Deshpande has her 

own reasons did not show the natural 
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inherentqualities of love and sympathy in 

the characters of her women characters. 

However Sarita,as a woman character, who 

stands acquitted of all the charges that her 

mother had leveledagainst her she, had a 

delicate and sensitive soul. Though she had 

done nothing deliberately to her brother, 

mother and husband, yet she felt that she 

was responsible for what had happened to 

each one of them. Deshpante has presented 

the state of women in India. The fact, she 

finds, is that a woman suffers due to man 

and marriage. 
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