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Introduction

Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s Love in the time 

of cholera is similar to his other works, One 

Hundred years of Solitude and Memories of 

melancholy Whores.  He gives importance 

to Psychological aspects, especially the 

workings of the mind regarding love.  His 

novels are based in Latin America and are 

full of cultural significance, as is evident in 

his writings which draw heavily from his 

experiences in Latin America.  This is 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s first book after 

winning the Nobel Prize for Literature in 

1982.  Although it has often been compared 

negatively with Marquez’s greatest 

achievement, One Hundred Years of 

Solitude, many critics see Love in the Time 

of Cholera as a convincing and powerful 

love story that deftly accomplishes the goal 

Marquez set for himself.  This novel is about 

love between two people of an age that no 

respected writer had managed before.  By 

applying Lacan’s Psychoanalytic Theory to 

this novel, the distinction between love and 

lust is arrived at.  The protagonist’s mind is 

obsessed with his love for FerminaDaza.  

The importance given to love and how it is 

different from lust is studied by analyzing 

FlorentinoAriza. 

Psychoanalytic theory is the theory of 

personality organization and the dynamics 

of personality development that guides 

psychoanalysis, a clinical method for 

treating psychopathology (Makworo, 2013).  

First laid out by Sigmund Freud in the late 

19
th

 century, psychoanalytic theory has 

undergone many refinements since his work.  
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Psychoanalytic theory came to full 

prominence in the last third of the twentieth 

century as part of the flow of critical 

discourse regarding psychological 

treatments after the 1960s, long after 

Freud’s death in 2939, and its validity is 

now widely disputed or rejected.  Freud had 

ceased his analysis of the brain and his 

physiological studies and shifted his focus to 

the study of the mind and the related 

psychological attributes making up the 

mind, and on treatment using free 

association and the phenomena of 

transference.  His study emphasized the 

recognition of childhood events that could 

potentially influence the mental functioning 

of adults.  His examination of the genetic 

and then the developmental aspects gave the 

psychoanalytic theory its characteristics.  

Starting with his publication of The 

Interpretation of Dreams in 1899, his 

theories began to gain prominence.  Both 

psychoanalytic and psychoanalytical are 

used in English.  The latter is the older term, 

at first meant relating to the analysis of the 

human psyche (Makworo, 7).  But with the 

emergence of psychoanalysis as a distinct 

clinical practice, both terms came to 

describe that.  Although both are still used, 

today, the normal adjective is 

psychoanalytic. 

A therapeutic method, originated by 

Sigmund Freud, for treating mental 

disorders by investigating the interaction of 

conscious and unconscious elements in the 

patient’s mind and bringing repressed fears 

and conflicts into the conscious mind, using 

techniques such as dream interpretation and 

free association.  Also: a system of 

psychological theory associated with this 

method. 

The novel is concerned most generally with 

love, time and death, and it is influenced by 

the oral traditions of story-telling as well as 

by the magical realism that Marquez 

essentially defined in One Hundred Years of 

Solitude.  Love in the Time of Cholera is 

written unlike any traditional representation 

of love, but it is not only in this aspect that it 

affected the twentieth- century novels to 

follow.  Its unorthodox structure and its 

combination of a more European-style 

realism with its use of story-telling traditions 

mark a turn away from the traditional novel 

style; the novel also shuns any obsession 

with the everyday. 

Love in the Time of Choleramainly tells the 

story of FlorentinoAriza,FerminaDaza, and 

Dr. Juvenal Urbino.  The story opens with 

day of Dr. Urbino’s death, then essentially 

jumps back fifty-one years, and then to the 

final decision, a couple of years later of 
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Florentino and Fermina to spend their 

eternity riding a riverboat together, while a 

flag flies high to indicate a cholera infection.  

In this half-century span, Marquez tells the 

story of Fermina’s and Florentino’s early 

love, Fermina’s quest for identity and 

independence, Florentino’s economic 

progress and his many love affairs and 

Fermina’s and Dr. Urbino’s marriage, as 

well as many other side stories of the 

countless characters who flow into and out 

of their lives. 

The main themes repeat.  We see all three 

protagonists struggle with the indignity of 

aging and a fear of death’ cholera, choleric 

symptoms, and choler epidemics come 

throughout the novel’ and love is, of course, 

the one thing that ties all of it together.  

With these repetitions comes a deeper 

meaning for each of the themes’ for 

example, Marquez makes clear that there is 

no one definition of love but instead many 

kinds, all complicated, all unpredictable.  

Similarly, while the deaths of all tree 

protagonists are inevitable, the end of the 

novel complicates the definition of death 

and certainly makes clear that age, and thus 

time, do not put an end to love. 

The novel opens on the day of Dr. Juvenal 

Urbino’s death.  He is highly successful 

doctor who has done much for the 

Caribbean city in which he lives, so his 

death has a great effect on the city.  The two 

who are most affected are FerminaDaza, his 

window, and Florentino was Fermina’s first 

love; as teenagers, over a period of four 

years, they corresponded almost daily by 

mail, and they were engaged for most of that 

time.  ‘FlorentinoAriza wrote every night.  

Letter by letter, he had no mercy as he 

poisoned himself with the smoke from the 

palm oil lamps in the back room of the 

notions shop’ (Marquez, 69).  It can be seen 

that FlorentinaAriza’s life had started 

changing from his childhood with his love 

for FerminaDaza.  Florentina had many 

opportunities for developing his life and 

career but he loses everything, because of 

his love.  He does succeed in life but the 

does not give the importance due to it.  All 

his successes are in effect, failures as he 

thinks that do not make any difference his 

life.  This is because all the events in his life 

have been eclipsed by one event in 

particular, viz, his love for FerminaDaza. 

Finally Florentino gets a job in his dead 

father’s Riverboat Company.  Thanks to his 

undying dedication to Fermina and the help 

of his friend Leona, he is able to rise to the 

top.  But after returning from a trip that her 

father made her take in order to forget 

Florentino, Fermina found that she had no 
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feeling for him and her love for him was just 

an illusion.  Florentino was really 

disappointed from his lover’s decision.  

Florentino became desperate, and when he 

found out that Fermina was going to marry 

Dr. Juvenal Urbino, he vowed to become as 

successful as he could while waiting for Dr. 

Urbino to die, so that he could win back 

Fermina when the time came.  After 

Fermina’s departure, Florentina was trying 

to indulge in pleasure.  So he had been 

making sexual relationship with six hundred 

and twenty two women.  But he was not 

satisfied by sex, because he feels that his 

unrequited love makes life living hell to 

him.  He never forgets Fermina, becoming 

more and more disturbed as he sees himself 

and Fermina aging, afraid that he will run 

out of time. 

Meanwhile Dr. Urbino and Fermina build a 

comfortable marriage.  They understand 

each other perfectly and depend on each 

other totally, but their love is not perfect.  

Fermina does not like the perfection 

necessary in the housekeeping and is too 

proud ever to admit culpability.  In addition, 

Dr. Urbino falls in love with a patient for a 

dizzy four months, and he cannot live with 

his guilt.  They are happy for the most 

part—and certainly look happy to the public.  

Fermina thus is very distraught when he 

dies.  When Florentino approaches her at the 

vigil for Dr. Urbino and declares his 

undying love, she is disgusted and throws 

him out. 

Florentino, however, has waited too long to 

give up that easily.  He despairs for weeks 

until he receives a letter from Fermina filled 

with hate and anger.  He takes this as an 

opportunity to write back to her, so he 

begins to write letters which are impersonal 

musings on life, love, aging and death, 

unlike anything he has written before.  

Fermina is moved by them, so she does not 

send them back.  When she sees him at the 

memorial Mass on the anniversary of her 

husband’s death, she thanks him for being 

there. 

Over the next year, Florentino and Fermina 

slowly build a friendship via weekly visits 

and frequent letters.  After a few personal 

disasters leave Fermina desperate for escape, 

Florentino proposed that they go on a 

riverboat trip.  She agrees, and they embark 

on the trip together.  While on the boat, their 

relationship builds slowly, but during a 

week when the boat has run out of fuel and 

is stuck unmoving in the extreme heat, they 

find love. 

When the boat reaches its last stop, Fermina 

is dismayed to recognize old friends 

boarding the boat.  She is desperate not to be 
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seen, so Florentino speaks to the captain, 

and they decide to fly a yellow flag that 

warns of cholera on board—this will make 

them free to travel home in peace.  ‘The 

Captain looked at FerminaDaza and saw her 

eyelashes the first glimmer of wintry frost.  

Then he looked at FlorentinoAriza, his 

invisible power, his intrepid love’ (Marquez, 

348).  The trip back is wonderful, but they 

both dread arrival as if it is a kind of death.  

They talk to the captain again, and together 

they decide that they will never return—they 

will continue sailing on their riverboat with 

their yellow flag waving forever. 

The novel is analyzed at three stages, the 

first stage is when FlorentinaAriza is a 

young boy where he forms his ideals and the 

second stage is where he lets lust enter into 

his life and where he drives a distinction 

between love and lust and the third is when 

he achieves worldly success but still is 

dominated by his ideal of love formed as a 

boy.  This analysis brings out the way in 

which the thinking process of the characters 

in the novel changes after they have been 

affected by an event which has a profound 

influence on the rest of their lives. 
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