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Introduction 

The characters in the novel The Inheritance 

of Loss are victimized by the prejudice of 

the politics within multicultural societies.  

The novel questions the biased 

representation of the migrant people as the 

others Nepalese Indians are the main focus 

of this study. According to Promod 

K.Nayar,  “Multiculturalism signifies the co-

existence of multiple cultures, neither on 

equal footing nor on peaceable relationship 

with each other” (213).  Multiculturalism 

incorporates the diversity of rational 

population composed of indigenous, 

immigrant and refugee communities with 

regard to languages, cultures, religious 

beliefs and social organization.  C.W. 

Watson argues as multiculturalism compels 

us to think through the social and collective 

dimensions of diversity. 

The term multiculturalism is used in two 

ways, descriptively and normatively.  As a 

descriptive term, it usually refers to the 

simple fact of cultural diversity.  It is 

generally applied to the demographic make-

up of a specific place.  As a normative term 

it refers to ideologies or policies that 

promote this diversity or its 

institutionalization. In this sense, 

multiculturalism is a society at ease with the 

rich tapestry of human life and the desire 

amongst people to express their own identity 

in the manner they see fit.  Such ideologies 

or policies vary widely, including country to 

country, ranging from the advocacy of equal 

respect to the various cultures in a society, 

to a policy of promoting the maintenance of 

cultural diversity, to policies in which 

people of various ethnic and religious 
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groups are addressed by the authorities as 

defined by the group they belong to.  

Multiculturalism makes entire society strong 

because the society benefits from the 

breadth and depth of the diverse cultural 

assets, including languages, beliefs and 

practices.  A diverse workplace has a larger 

pool of skills, talents, contacts, languages, 

points of view and creativity.  However, the 

conflict heightens the sense of the boundary 

between the insider and the outsider. 

Generally multiculturalism is associated 

with a situation where people cannot find 

themselves in s specific location because of 

its egalitarian perspective, the new and 

instantiated reality it advocates becomes 

inauthentic since it loses the defining 

cultural legacy of the marginalized people.  

The minority or the marginalized have the 

flowing problems in residence equality of 

opportunity affirmative action, 

representation and other issues. 

In this novel the author brings out the 

problems that her characters find in a 

multicultural society.  Two types of 

multicultural societies are discussed in this 

novel, the one deal with the problems faced 

by Biju and Jemubhai Patel in the foreign 

multicultural societies, and the other deals 

with the problems faced by all the characters 

in a multicultural society in the Indian soil. 

America is considered to be the land of 

prosperity, therefore people from all over 

the world rushed to the American continent 

with dreams to realize.  Biju’s father who is 

aware of his fact sends his son Biju to make 

his own fortunate and to help his family.  He 

finally receives a tourist visa and goes to 

America where he becomes an illegal 

immigrant.  In America he is not the only 

illegal immigrant.  There are people from 

every part of the world, some are legal and 

many are illegal.  The novel presents the 

different people working in America.  There 

are people from India, Pakistan, African, 

Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Asia and 

Europe.  This fact is also discussed in Walt 

Whitman’s poem, I Hear America Singing. 

He speaks of every individual’s contribution 

to a great nation.  These individuals are not 

from one country but different countries.  He 

tells America is a land of people from 

different countries, working for its glory. 

I Hear America singing the varied carols I 

hear, 

Those of mechanics, each one singing his as 

it should lie blith and strong,The carpenter 

singing his as he makes ready for the work, 

or leave off work… 

Singing with open mouth their strong 

melodious songs (IHAS). 
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Jemubhai Patel is another character who 

experiences the lasting impact of 

multiculturalism.  He went to England to 

join the Cambridge University to become a 

member of the Indian Civil Service.  The 

impact of this culture accompanies him to 

the end of his life.  He returns to India to 

spend his life as a judge yet he continues to 

follow the same culture that he acquired in a 

foreign land. 

The second place where the author brings a 

multicultural society is Kalimpong.  

Kalimpong is a hill station in the Mahabarat 

Range of the Indian state of West Bengal.  It 

is the district of Darjeeling.  Kalimpong is 

known for its educational institutional 

institutions many of which were established 

during the British colonial period.  It used to 

be a gateway between Tibet and India before 

China’a annexation of Tibet and the Sino-

Indian War. 

The town is populated with people from 

India Nepal and Tibet since it is in the 

border.  Fr. Booty is a priest found to be 

residing in India illegally.  There is also a 

pair of Afghan princess who are given 

refuge by Nehru.  The town is originally of 

Hindus but it is colonized by the British.  

They establish many schools for which the 

town is still famous for.  The colonizers, 

during the course of times spread 

Christianity and soon there is a great number 

of churches, “she walked by several 

churches:  Jehovah’s Witness, Adventists, 

Latter-day Saints, Baptists, Mormons, 

Pentecostals.  The old English church stood 

at the town’s heart, the Americans at the 

edge,” (254).  Thus the town is filled with 

people from various cultural backgrounds. 

As the people differ in opinion, there is a 

sense of disintegration.  There are always 

conflicts in the town by the people of Nepal 

since they constituted majority of the 

population.  As they begin to voice for their 

own land they begin to eliminate the others 

from their land with the use of terror.  “It 

was the Indian-Nepalese this time, fed up 

with being treated like the minority in a 

place where they were the majority.  They 

wanted their own country, or at least their 

own state, in which to manage their own 

affairs”. (9).  

Fr. Booty buys properties in uncle Pooty’s 

name.  The Nepals occupy his land and 

properties.  But Fr. Booty is unable to 

retrieve the property for his properties are 

actually in the name of uncle Pooty.  The 

poor Jesuit has to leave India for holding an 

expired visa.  He has done a lot to the 

betterment of the locals yet they encroach 

his land.  Thus most of the characters suffer 

rather than gain from the multicultural 
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society.  They are all found in a society 

where their existence is not given 

importance for they are minority.  Thus 

every character finds them in a problematic 

situation in the multicultural society. 
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