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Abstract 

The Internet is a storehouse of knowledge. 

General Knowledge is an essential part of 

education. The Internet is the best means for 

acquiring to know the edge. The students can know 

very interesting things by accessing the internet. 

The accessing of the Internet is very useful a for the 

students to develop their innovation for their 

subject and knowledge of the world. The Internet 

can give us a clear idea of the current events of the 

country and the world. The Internet also brings out 

the plans and policies of the corporations and the 

government. The Internet is the best medium of 

advertisements concerning business, trade and 

industry in all over the world. This paper deals 

with the internet accessing habits and attitude in 

the electronic environment among Sree 

Sowdambika College of Engineering 

(Aruppukottai, Tamilnadu) students.  

Keywords: Internet, Electronic environment, 

Internet Accessing habits and attitude, Conclusion. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 The use of the Internet in the educational 

environment has enabled easy access to many 

resources, and information sharing has, therefore, 

significantly increased. Moreover, the prev, 

absence of this sharing has brought additional  

 

benefits in that these resources can be used in any 

location and at any time. Although the efficiency of 

this technology, it is evaluated with use of 

proportion of the desired results in student 

achievement does not exactly come out and is 

difficult for the determined. Hence, much research 

has been conducted over time to understand the 

reasons for this situation. Since adolescents, 

especially some university students sometimes, use 

the Internet for reasons other than educational (they 

explore the funny view of the Internet). The effect 

of the Internet on education is, hence, relatively 

limited. In this study, efficiency and effectiveness 

of access of to resources on the Internet, rather than 

an examination of Internet use has been 

investigating the d. In addition, we have sought to 

identify the impacts of Internet resources used by 

university students in their project, and which 

effects of the internet are observed during project 

elicitation phase. Internet use, especially in 

education, has been investigated for some time, and 

many different studies, exist in the literature about 

that subject. In the study of D'Esposito and Gardner 

(1999), Internet usage trends of the university 

students, and college student perceptions of the 

Internet and a traditional library were presented. 
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This study showed that when university students 

have the opportunity to use internet resources, 

almost all of them prefer to use these, rather than 

classical libraries for their studies, but when the 

information source satisfaction in research needs is 

considered, the students’ trends are in the direction 

of using both. In addition, Cheung and Huang 

(2005) emphasized the effects of the Internet as an 

effective teaching tool in university education and 

proposed that many university teachers publish 

their course materials via the internet.  

 So, in this era, teachers and students can 

carry forward their work on the Internet in ways 

that are similar to and tightly intertwined with the 

traditional ways that they learn, teach and study in 

libraries, classrooms, laboratories, seminars, 

conferences, etc. The Internet can provide access to 

essentially unlimited resources of information not 

conventionally obtainable through other means. 

Today, Engineering colleges are playing an 

important role in imparting technical education. 

The Engineers, who are the outcomes of these 

colleges, require the latest and pinpointed 

information in their respective fields. Due to the 

high cost of engineering information resources, 

developing countries cannot provide these 

resources to their users. But the Internet with its 

advantages, make the way for the developing 

countries to access information at a very low cost. 

Review of Literature 

 Pramod et al (2014) the Internet is a useful 

tool to update the knowledge. The aim of the 

present study was to assess the current level of 

knowledge on the computer and internet among 

undergraduate dental students. The study consists 

of a self-administered close-ended questionnaire 

survey. Questionnaires were distributed to 

undergraduate dental students. The study was 

conducted during July to September 2012. In the 

selected samples, the response rate was 100%. 

Most (94.4%) of the students had computer 

knowledge and 77.4% had their own computer and 

access at home. Nearly 40.8% of students use the 

computer for general purpose, 28.5% for 

entertainment and 22.8% used for research 

purpose. Most of the students had internet 

knowledge (92.9%) and they used it independently 

(79.1%). Nearly 42.1% used the internet 

occasionally whereas, 34.4% used regularly, 21.7% 

rarely and 1.8% don’t use respectively. Internet 

was preferred for getting information (48.8%) due 

to easy accessibility and recent updates. For dental 

purpose, students used internet 2-3 times/week 

(45.3%). Most (95.3%) of the students responded 

to have a computer-based learning program in the 

curriculum. Computer knowledge was observed to 

be good among dental students. Kumar & Kaur 

(2005) this study was to analyze the use of the 

Internet and related issues among the teachers and 

students of engineering colleges of Punjab, India. A 

well-structured questionnaire was distributed 

among the 960 teachers and students of all the 

engineering colleges of Punjab. The response rate 

was 84.2 per cent. The present study demonstrates 

and elaborates the various aspects of Internet use 

such as, frequency of Internet use, most frequently 

used place for Internet use, purposes for which the 

Internet is used, use of Internet services, ways to 

browse the information from the Internet, problems 

faced by the users and satisfaction level of users 

with the Internet facilities provided in the colleges. 

The result of the survey also provided information 

about the benefits of the Internet over conventional 

documents. It was found that the Internet had 

become a vital instrument for teaching, research 

and learning process of these respondents. Some 

suggestions have been set forth to make the service 

more beneficial for the academic community of the 
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engineering colleges under study. Asemi (2005) 

shows that all the respondents were using the 

Internet frequently because all faculties were 

provided connection to the Internet. It was revealed 

that the researchers of the university were getting 

quality information through the Internet. Fifty-five 

per cent of the respondents searched for scientific 

information through the Internet because the 

university library had provided access to various 

databases and online journals for all the students 

and staff.  Mishra et al  (2005) conducted a study to 

know Internet utilization pattern of the 

undergraduate students of G B Pant University of 

Agriculture and Technology, Pantnagar. The 

findings of the study indicated that a majority of 

the students (85.7%) used the Internet. Out of the 

Internet users, 67.7% were male students and 

32.3% female students. The findings of the study 

also showed that 61.5% of the males and 51.6% of 

the females used the Internet for preparing 

assignments. A majority of the respondents i.e. 

83.1% male and 61.3% female respondents 

indicated that they faced the problem of the slow 

functioning of Internet connection. Hanauer et 

al. (2004) surveyed a diverse community college to 

assess the use of the Internet by the students for 

health-related information. The survey showed that 

although all the students surveyed had free Internet 

access through their community college, yet only 

97% of the students reported having access to the 

Internet. The survey showed that 83% of Internet 

users had access to the Internet at their home and 

51% of the respondents accessed the Internet at 

college or library. Eighty-one per cent of the 

students reported accessing the Internet most for 

college work and 80% for e-mail/chat. Men and 

women searched for health information in almost 

equal numbers. Kanaujia and Satyanarayana (2003) 

conducted a study of the Science & Technology 

community of Lucknow city to assess the level of 

awareness and demand for web-based learning 

environment among Science & Technology 

information seekers. The major findings of the 

study revealed that 49.2% users browsed the Web 

for more than 2 to 4 hours and 14% for more than 5 

hours a day. The study further showed that 36.6% 

users consulted e-journals regularly on the Internet, 

40.4% used the Internet for consulting technical 

reports, 24.8% to find online databases and 10.4% 

for telnet service. 

II. OBJECTIVES  

The following objectives are evolved for 

the purpose of the present study: 

 How much time is spent on Internet access? 

 Which sections of the internet access most by 

students and faculty? 

 Purpose of accessing the Internet. 

Methodology 

The researcher has employed a well-

structured questionnaire for collecting the data 

from the Students of Sree Sowdambika 

College of Engineering Aruppukottai, Tamilnadu. 

The questionnaire has been prepared in such a way 

that the respondents could easily understand the 

items.  A total number of 180 questionnaires were 

distributed; they are personally requested to fill up 

the questionnaire at their earliest convenience in 

order to help the investigator to collect the same 

during his next visit.  The investigator has to make 

second, third and fourth visits to the University for 

collecting the filled-in-questionnaires from the 

students. During these visits, the investigator could 

collect questionnaires from only 172 out of 180 

students among whom the questionnaires were 

distributed.  This constitutes 95.55% of the total 

response.  While selecting a sample, random 

sampling method has been adopted.  

 



Paper ID: 13171236 Paper Received: 29/12/2017 Paper Accepted: 30/12/2017 Paper Published: 31/12/2017 

 
Impact Factor.1.14                             Mayas Publication [ISSN: 2395-5929]                        UGC Jr. No. : 45308 

                      Emperor International Journal of Finance and Management Research [EIJFMR] Page 231 

Data Analysis 

Gender wise respondent 

Among the out of 172 respondents, 109 

(63.37%) were male and 63 (36.63%) were female. 

It is clear that this study got more respondents from 

male students. 

Table 1.Frequency of Accessing 

Frequency Respondents  (%) 

Everyday 151 87.79 

Once a week 07 4.07 

Twice in a week 14 8.14 
Source: Primary data 

 Table 1 does not offer an encouraging 

finding, because nearly one three of the 

respondents (151, 87.79%) access the internet 

every day. On the other hand, the number of 

students (4.07%) who access the library once in a 

week and 14 (8.14%) goes to accesses the internet 

at least twice in a week. 

 

 

Table 2 Time spending for Internet 

Time Spent Male (%) Female (%) Total (%) 

Less than 1 hour 31 (28.44%) 21 (33.33%) 52 (30.23%) 

1-2 hours 54 (49.54%) 30 (47.62%) 84 (48.84%) 

More than 2 hours 24 (26.16%) 12 (19.05%) 36 (20.93%) 

Total 109 (100.00%) 63 (100.00%) 172 (100.00%) 
Source: Primary data 

Accessing the Internet has come to be 

considered an essential activity in our cultural 

development, selective aspects of its approval or 

rejection by students at different academic levels 

might well be a matter of value to students of 

personality development.  Table 2 reveals that 

48.84%  majority respondents spent 1 – 2 hours per 

day accessing the internet followed by 30.23% that 

less than 1 hour and 20.39% more than 2-hour 

accessing the internet daily. 

The above table 3 represents the 

information regarding the section of the Internet 

that the users usually wish to access in their subject 

and day to day activities accessing. Different 

people prefer to access a different area of the 

internet.  Table 3 shows that the highest number 

153(88.95%) of respondents prefer Facebook, 

Twitter, and others for the purpose of gathering the 

day to day activities followed by 127(73.84%) 

YouTube, 115(66.86%) Website, 107 (62.21%) 

E.Journal and follow by Electronic Database, 

Online Education, Updating News, Email, Other 

the internet Sources, E-Book. The lowest portion 

i.e.66 (38.37%) of the respondents prefer the 

Internet Video Call. 

Table 3. Access to the Internet 

Accessing Male Female Total (%) 

Facebook, Twitter, and others 94 59 153 88.95% 

YouTube 78 49 127 73.84% 

Website 64 51 115 66.86% 

E Journal 64 43 107 62.21% 

Electronic Database 47 39 86 50.00% 

Online Education (MOOC) 42 43 85 49.42% 

Updating News 29 54 83 48.26% 

Email 32 43 75 43.60% 

Other Internet Sources 33 42 75 43.60% 

E Book 42 31 73 42.44% 

Internet Video call 45 21 66 38.37% 
Source: Primary data 
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Table 4 Purpose of accessing the Internet 

Purpose Male Female Total (%) 

For entertainment 99 61 160 93.02% 

To broaden the horizon of the general knowledge 91 57 148 86.05% 

For educational purpose 74 61 135 78.49% 

To get the subject information 87 42 129 75.00% 

To pass the time 47 54 101 58.72% 

To improve the status of the society 57 31 88 51.16% 

To keep abreast with the present happenings of all over the world 49 27 76 44.19% 

To pay online payment 51 24 75 43.60% 

Others 38 21 59 34.30% 

For searching new jobs 41 14 55 31.98% 

As the usual task of the day 34 12 46 26.74% 
Source: Primary data 

The Internet is a vital source of 

information in enlightened societies; providing the 

most recent information to users.  Internet serves 

various purposes for different categories of users. 

Respondents were asked about the various 

purposes of accessing the Internet and they 

mentioned different reasons for accessing the 

Internet. Table 4. expresses that majority 160 

(93.02%) number of the respondents for 

entertainment to get the  information while the 

second largest 148 (86.05%) respondents access 

internet to broaden the horizon of general 

knowledge and 135 (78.49%) respondents access 

For educational purpose while 129 (75.00%) to get 

the subject information. The least number of 

respondents i.e. 46 (26.74%) for as usual task of 

the day. 

Students' attitudes toward using the Internet for 

learning 

 There are statements measuring students' 

attitudes toward using the Internet for learning. For 

statement, the responses were coded 1 for "strongly 

disagree" to 5 for "strongly agree". Thus the scores 

for each student on the statements range from 1 to 

5. Scores from Strongly Disagree and Disagree, 

Neutral and Agree and strongly agree were 

classified as having "negative", “neutral", and 

"positive" attitudes toward using the Internet for 

learning purposes. Most of the students had 

positive attitudes toward using the Internet for 

learning.  

Table 5 Students’ attitudes toward using the Internet for learning 

Gender 
Level of Opinion 

Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

Male 
57 24 18 9 1 109 

33.14% 13.95% 10.47% 5.23% 0.58% 63.37% 

Female 
17 12 20 10 4 63 

9.88% 6.98% 11.63% 5.81% 2.33% 36.63% 

Total 
74 36 38 19 5 172 

43.02% 20.93% 22.09% 11.05% 2.91% 100.00% 
Source: Primary data 

Relationships between students' basic 

knowledge of the Internet with their attitudes 

toward the use of the Internet for learning 

 There are statements measuring students' 

basic knowledge of the Internet. For statement, the 

responses were coded 1 for "strongly disagree" to 5 

for "strongly agree". Thus the scores for each 

student on the statements range from 1 to 5. Scores 

from Strongly Disagree and Disagree, Neutral and 

Agree and strongly agree were classified as having 

"poor", the average", and "good" basic knowledge 

of the Internet. Most of the students had good basic 
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knowledge of the Internet. Students who were 

better acquainted with the Internet had more 

positive attitudes toward the use of the Internet for 

learning purposes. 

Table 6 Basic knowledge of the Internet 

Gender 
Level of Opinion 

Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

Male 
43 32 14 14 6 109 

25.00% 18.60% 8.14% 8.14% 3.49% 63.37% 

Female 
24 14 12 13 0 63 

13.95% 8.14% 6.98% 7.56% 0.00% 36.63% 

Total 
67 46 26 27 6 172 

38.95% 26.74% 15.12% 15.70% 3.49% 100.00% 
Source: Primary data 

 A question in this area delves into how the 

access of Internet services and resources might be 

limited; respondents were again allowed to select 

all options that applied. Table 7 illustrates that the 

most common limiting factor was the unavailability 

of needed Internet resources and services; 68.05 

per cent selected this option. Other limiting factors 

in descending order were lack of time (42.21%), 

access restrictions (38.27%), unawareness of 

available resources or services (37.15%), hard to 

locate on the library website (25.22%), lack of 

instructions (18.25%) and other Limiting Factors 

(5.00%). 

Table 7 Factors Limiting access to the Internet 

Limiting Factors 
Male Female Total 

% % % 

Unavailability of needed Internet Resources and  Services 48.00% 20.05% 68.05% 

Lack of Time 26.09% 16.12% 42.21% 

Access Restrictions 14.27% 24.00% 38.27% 

Unaware of Available Electronic Resources and Services 22.13% 15.02% 37.15% 

Hard to find on Website 14.14% 11.08% 25.22% 

Lack of Instructions 11.15% 7.10% 18.25% 

Other 3.00% 2.00% 5.00% 
Source: Primary data 

III. FINDINGS  

 It is clear that this study got more respondents 

from male students. 

 Nearly one three of the respondents (87.79%) 

access the internet every day. 

 Those (48.84%) majority respondents spent 1 

– 2 hours per day accessing the Internet. 

 The highest number (88.95%) of respondents 

prefers Facebook, Twitter, and others for the 

purpose of gathering the day to day activities. 

 Expresses that majority (93.02%) number of 

the respondents for entertainment to get the 

information. 

 Most of the students had good basic 

knowledge of the Internet. 

 Most of the students had positive attitudes 

toward using the Internet for learning.  

IV. CONCLUSION  

Internet accessing also improves the 

communication skills and creative faculties and 

help the users achieve an unbiased and informative 

worldview. Therefore, the Internet is considered 

essential for students. This study reveals that the 

internet is frequently accessed by the students of 

Sree Sowdambika College of Engineering 

Aruppukottai, Tamilnadu and they prefer 

international and national web site for the purpose 

of keeping abreast of the updating event in 

different parts of the world. The study also 

indicates that, in spite of their interest in internet 
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accessing, students are prevented from internet 

accessing because of various socio-cultural, 

administrative, subject information, e-book, e-

journal and environmental problems. According to 

the results of this study, the students prefer 

electronic media to printed media in seeking 

information and they use the Internet mostly to do 

homework and prepare for their lessons. While 

most of the students say that they have learned to 

use the Internet on their own, the majority regard 

themselves as only partially competent in using the 

Internet. There are differences between the first 

year and the other years in terms of the need for 

information and the ways to reach it, electronic 

media preference, and the purpose and the 

frequency of using the Internet.  
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