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Abstract  

Today, with the sound backing of the State Tourism 

Board, Tamil Nadu is developing its myriad tourism 

products to lure visitors with its natural and cultural 

resources. In addition to the temple tours that are 

synonymous with tourism in Tamil Nadu, the board is 

developing niche tourist produces to promote eco-tourism. 

Its agenda includes specifically emphasizing the hidden 

treasures’ of Tamil Nadu, focusing on their core strengths 

and capitalizing on them. According to the state tourism 

department, eco-tourism is a critical component in building 

the ideal tourism product for the discerning international 

clientele. The tourism budget states,” The eco- tourism 

wealth of the country lies in Pitchavaram, Point Calimere, 

and Muthupet famous for its mangrove forests, 

Udhagamndalam and the Gulf of Manner noted for 

biosphere.” The department has proposed to develop an 

eco-tourism circuit Pichavaram, Point Calimere, and 

Muthupet. The place selected for present study is a Point 

Calimere also called Cape Calimere, which is located in 

the Coromoandel coast, in the Nagapattinam District of the 

State of Tamilnadu, India. It is rich in natural, beauty, 

surrounded by sea and shore... 

Keywords— Ecotourism, State Tourism Board, 

Tourism Product. 

I. INTRODUCTION  

Ecotourism is a form of tourism that involves 

visiting natural areas in the remote wilderness or 

urban-environments. The International Ecotourism 

Society definite  “Responsible travel to natural areas 

that conserves the environment and improve the well-

being of local people”(TIES, 1990). Ecotourism 

Society of  Pakistan explains “Ecotourism is a travel 

activity that ensures direct financial support to local 

people where tourism activities of being generated 

and enjoyed. It teachers travelers are visiting. It 

supports small stake holders to ensure that money 

must not go out from the local economics. It 

discharges mass activities in fragile areas.” 

Ecotourism is about connecting conservation, 

communities, and sustainable travel.   

Eco Ttourism in India 

Tourism is the largest industry in India, with the 

contribution of 6.23% to the national,  GDP and 

providing 8.78% of the total employment. The 

tourism industry in India generated about US$ 100 

billion in 2008 and that is expected to increase to 

275.5 billion by 2018 at a 9.4% annual growth rate. 

Even though the world is coming through a global 
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economic crisis ,the  tourism industry  all over  world 

is still expected to keep booming at an impressive 

rate of almost  10%. India has numerous rare and 

endangered species in its surroundings. The 

declaration of several wildlife areas and natural parks 

has encouraged the growth of the wildlife resources 

which reduced due to the wildlife hunt  by several 

kings in the past. Now India has many wildlife 

sanctuaries and production and laws. There are 80 

national parks and 441 sanctuaries in India, which 

work for the production and conservation of wildlife 

resource. 

Seven Characteristics of Ecotourism 

 Involves travel to natural destinations. 

 Minimize impact. 

 Builds environmental awareness 

 Provides direct financial benefits and 

empowerment for local people. 

 Respects of local culture. 

 Supports human rights and democratic movement. 

 Raise sensitivity to host countries’ political, 

environmental, and social climate. 

Importance of the Point Calimere 

 The forests of point claimer, also known the 

Vedaranyam forests, are one of the last remnants of 

the dry evergreen forests that were once typical of 

the east Decean dry evergreen forests ecoregion. The 

Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary, with an area of 

24.17km2, was created on June 13, 1967. The 

sanctuary includes the cape and its three natural 

habits types: Evergreen forests, mangrove forests, 

and wetlands. In 1988, the sanctuary was enlarged to 

include the Great Vedaranyam Swamp and the 

Talaignayar Reserve Forest, and renamed the point 

Calimere Wildlife and Bird sanctuary, with a total 

area of 377km
2
. 

Birds in Point Calimere   

Point Calimere has a rich population of migrating 

as well as native species of birds. It provides a perfect 

site for nature lovers as thousands of birds come here 

every year for breeding. Point Calimere is home to 

some of the major Water bird species. Water birds the 

collective term for diverse species of swans, geese 

and ducks.  They usually live on wetlands. Water 

birds in Point Calimere includes the greater flamingo 

and the lesser flamingo, spot-billed pelican (The Spot 

- billed pelican, Pelecanus philippensis, is a member 

of the pelican family. It breeds in southern Asia from 

India to Indonesia. It is a bird of large inland and 

coastal waters, especially shallow lakes). Spoon 

billed sandpiper, Asian dowitcher (The Asiatic 

Dowitcher , Limnodromus semipalmatus, is always 

found on coasts during migration and wintering ), 

whitebellied seaeagle, brahminy  kite and osprey (A 

fish - eating hawk, Pandion haliaetus, having 

plumage that is dark on the back and white below).  

Landbirds  include paradise flycatcher (The Asian 

Paradise lycatcher, Terpsiphone paradisi, also known 

as the Common  Paradise Flycatcher, is a medium - 

sized passerine bird..  It is a migratory bird, wintering  

is tropical Asia. There are resident populations in 

southern  India and Srilanka )  Indian pitta, Rosy  

starling (It is generally found where locust  swarms 

are regular, and spend winters  primarily in India ), 

Blyth reed warbler (The Blyth’s Reed Warbler, 

Acrocephalus dumetorum, is a migratory bird , 

wintering in India and Sri  Lanka. It is one of the 

commonest winter warblers in South India) , crested 

serpent eagle  (The Crested Serpent Eagle, Spilornis 

cheela , is a bird of prey. This bird breeds in southern 

Asia from India from India and Sri lanka to south 

China, South East Asia and Indonesia) , and Brown 

shrike  (It is a migratory bird , wintering south to 

India, southeast Asia and Indonesia. The food is 

mainly insects and small birds and mammals). 
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Wildlife in Point Calimere 

Point Calimere is the apex of the Cauvery 

River delta, in Nagapattinam district , in the state of 

Tamil Nadu, India . The Point Calimere Wildlife 

Sanctuary was created in 1967, with an area of 24.17 

km2  in 1988, the sanctuary was enlarged, as the 

Great Vedaranyam Swamp (GVS) and the 

Talaignayar Reserve Forest were included in it , and 

it was renamed as Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird 

Sanctuary, with a total area 0f 377 km2. 

 Point Calimere (Kodikkarai) Wildlife 

Sanctuary - A glimpse of the concept of Bio- 

Diversity in Nature. A historic landmark here was the 

Chola lighthouse , destroyed in the tsunami of 2004. 

Point Calimere is bestowed with populations of 

varied wild lives.  These include various interesting  

species of mammals like blackbuck, Wild boar , 

Bonnet macaque, spotted  deer, and jackal. A large 

number of flying fox (fruit eating bats) can be spotted  

on trees  in the Point Calimere  forest  and  the 

mangrove  forest. 

 Point Calimere is home to some of the major 

Water bird species  like the greater  flamingo  and the 

lesser flamingo, spot-billed  pelican, spoon billed  

sandpiper , Asian dowitcher , whitebellied seaegle, 

brahminy kite and osprey. Landbirds include paradise 

flycatcher, Indian pitta , Rosy starling , Blyth reed 

warbler, crested serpent eagle and brown shrike. 

 The ecologically rich mangroves are the 

breeding ground for many species  of marine 

creatures. It is bestowed with population of varied 

wild life such as Chital, Flamingoes, Teals, gulls, 

terns, Plavers and Stilts. Special attractions are close 

encounters with Dolphins and Turtles which often 

come quite close to the shore. 

Cultural Heritage 

 Several sites of religious, historical or 

cultural importance are located within the sanctuary : 

Ramar Padam   (Literally  : Rama’s Footprint)  

located on the highest  point of land  in the sanctuary, 

is a small shrine . Large numbers of Rama devotees  

gather  here during the second week of April to 

celebrate Ram Navami Festival. 

Navakodi Sitthar Aalayam    is a temple in 

south of the Kodiakkarai  village . The history of this 

temple is the wedding ceremony  of lord Shiva and 

Parvathy were attended by many Sitthars at this 

location. Chola Emperor and king Sarafoji had visited 

this temple. A small village called “Kanakkar 

Madam” near this shrine was demolished around 80  

years ago and the people who were living there are 

relocated to Kodiakkarai  village and  they are still 

called as Kanakkarmadathiaar’s family. A large 

congregation  of devotees from all over Tamil Nadu 

comes on special days of Amaavasai  /  Pournami   to 

celebrate a special festival hare every year. 

Sanyasin Muniswar Kovil  is a shrine 

between the eastern  bank of Muniappan Lake and 

Kodiakkarai  Road visited  by devotees on all 

auspicious occasions . On March 20 a special Puja is 

conducted here.  

 And offer prayers  throughout  the year . A major  

festival occurs  here on the  3 rd Friday of September. 

 Modi  Mandapam  is a shrine located near  

Ramar Padam  where people of all castes worship.  

Hindu legend says that  Lord  Vendaraneswarer  

spends a night here with his consort  during January- 

February . In the first week of March a major festival  

is held here. 

 Avulaiganni  Dargah  is the grave of a 

Muslim saint located near the road by Ramar Padam . 

His death anniversary is observed here at the end of 

November.  

 Shevrayan Kovil is a shrine to the deities 

Shevrayan and soni located  deep in the forests of the  

northern  part of the sanctuary . A small village near 

this shrine was relocated outside the sanctuary  after 

the creation of  Kodiakkarai  Reserve Forest.  A large 

congregation of devotees from Arcothurai celebrates 

a special festival here in june / july. 
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Adivasi Colony  is a backward  community  

of Ambalakars living in ramshackle huts of mud,  

coconut fronds and  palmyrah leaves on the edge of 

Kodiakkarai village.  Their traditional livelihood was 

the collection of non-timber forest products in the 

areas that are now the sanctuary. These practices are 

now prohibited but not fully eliminated. Many of 

these people catch fish and small prawns in the 

nearby mudflats and swamps simply by groping in 

the water with their hands Some work as day labor in 

the nearby salt pans. They have little interaction with 

other communities on the island.   

 Chola Lighthouse  is the remains of a brick 

and mortar lighthouse near Point Calimere  said to 

have been built by the Cholas more than a thousand 

years ago . This structure was badly damaged by the 

2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami but can still be seen in 

the intertidal zone the British lighthouse.  

 British Lighthouse is a 13 meter (43 ft)  tall 

operating  lighthouse  built by the British  at the tip of 

Point Calemere  in 1890 and can be seen 13 nautical  

miles (24km; 15 mi) at sea. 

 Kodiakkarai Lighthouse  is a 45-metre 

(148 ft) tall  modern aid to navigation located  near 

Kodiakkarai Beach and is not accessible to the public.  

This dominates the sanctuary and may be seen by 

seamen far at sea.  

II. CONCLUSION 

 Ecotourism  is entirely  a new approach  in 

tourism  Ecotourism  is preserving  travel  to natural 

areas  to appreciate  the cultural and natural  history  

of the environment, taking  care not to disturb  the 

integrity  of the ecosystem,  while creating economic  

opportunities  that make conservation  and protection  

of natural resources advantageous  to the local people, 

In short, ecotourism  can be categorized  as tourism  

programme that is “Nature  based, ecologically  

sustainable, where education and interpretation  is a 

major constituent and where local people are 

benefited”.  All this together can be called ecotourism.  

If a travel does not  satisfy  any one of these 

constituents, then it is not called a real ecotourism  

venture.  Here , the selected  study place Point 

Calimere  is one of the best places  for eco tourism  

focuses  on socially  responsible travel, personal 

growth and environmental sustainability.  It involves  

travel to destinations  where flora, fauna and cultural 

heritage are the primary attractions.  It is intended to 

offer tourists  insight in to the impact of human beings 

on the environment and to foster a greater appreciation 

of our natural habitats.   
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