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Abstract— Racism is a code of social order and 

consequently it is studied in sociological perspective, 

because it not only determines the bond of rights and 

duties but also liabilities and responsibilities. Toni 

Morrison portrays the futility of Racism in black society 

at the various layers of experiences. Of all Africa 

American writers today Toni Morrison’s work stands out 

because of its variety and multidimensional approach to 

the black experience in white America. Her novels show 

that her creative vision not only reflects American social 

reality but also helps to shape it by highlighting the 

present multi racial nature of contemporary society. Her 

novel encourages American society to think long and 

deeply about its future so that attitude of both black and 

white American towards one another and towards each 

other may change for the better Morrison closely studies 

the black and whites psychology in her work and enables 

us to get a glimpse into their domestic life, married life, 

business activities and then effort to survive against the 

hostile circumstances and to save their children from the 

cruel clutches of the white establishment. 

In this work we endeavor to make a comprehensive 

and critical study of psycho-social analysis in the black 

community as conceived by Toni Morrison in her novels. 

We also try to present consciousness of the race at 

various levels in order to penetrate and portray the mode 

of existence of the characters drawn in the fictional 

world of Toni Morrison, and display a life in a social and 

cultural framework focusing on the actions, reactions 

and counteractions of the characters within the gamut of 

relationship and highlight the similarities and differences 

between them. An attempt is to be made to rationalize 

their action or behavior in the light of the specific 

context of their situations.  

Keywords— Racism, Afro American writers, 

African American, Communities Toni Morrison’s 

novel. 

I.  INTRODUCTION  

African American literature is the body of 

literature produced in the United States by writers 

of African descent. The genre traces its origins to 

the works of such late  eighteenth  century   writers  

as Phillis  Wheatley   and Morrison, Maya 

Angelou, and Walter Mosley. The themes and   

issues explored in African American literature are 

the roles of African Americans within the   larger   

American   society,  African   American   culture,  

racism, slavery, and  equality.  It has also tended to 

incorporate oral forms such as spirituals, sermons, 

gospel music, blues and rap. 

 African American  literature consists a vital 

branch of the literature of the  African diaspora, 
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and  African American  literature constitutes a vital 

branch of  the  literature  of  the  African  diaspora,  

and  African  American literature has both 

influenced by the great  African diasporic heritage 

and in turn  influenced African  diasporic writings 

in many  countries. African oral culture   is  rich  in  

poetry,  including   spirituals,  African  American   

gospel music, blues and rap. 

Migration 

A large migration of African American began 

during World War I, hitting its high point during 

World War II. During this great migration, Black 

people left the racism and lack of opportunities in 

the American south and settled in northern cities  

like Chicago,  where  they  found  work  in 

factories  and other   sectors  of  the   economy.  

Throughout  American   history,   African. 

Americans have discriminated against and 

subject to racist attitudes. This experience inspired 

some Black writers, at least during the  early years 

of African American  literature to prove they were 

equal  of white authors. 

Toni  Morrison 

Toni  Morrison was born  Chloe  Anthony  

Wofford  in Lorain, Ohio  after  her  parents moved   

to  the  North  to  escape the  problems of southern  

racism.   On   both   sides   of   her   family were 

migrants and sharecroppers. She spent her 

childhood in the Midwest and read avidly, from 

Jane Austen to Tolstoy. Morrison's father, George, 

was a welder, and told  her folktales of the black 

community, transferring his African-American 

heritage to her generation. In 1949 she entered 

Howard University in Washington, D.C. one of 

America's most distinguished black college. 

Morrison continued her studies at Cornell 

University in Ithaca, New York where she received 

her M.A. in 1955. 

In 1970   Morrison‟s literary  career  began  

when  The Bluest Eye was published. In 1993, he 

won the Nobel Prize for Literature as an  author 

“who  in novels  characterized  by visionary  force  

and  poetic import, gives life to an essential aspect 

of American  reality”.   The central theme of 

Morrison‟s novels is the  black  American  

experience; in an unjust society  her   characters  

struggle  to   find  themselves  and   their   cultural 

identity. Her use of fantasy, her sinuous poetic 

style, and her rich interweaving of the mythic gave 

her stories great strength and texture. One of the 

most critically acclaimed living writers, Morrison 

has been a major architect in creating a literary 

language for Afro-Americans. Her  use of shifting 

perspective, fragmentary narrative, and a narrative 

voice extremely close  to  the  consciousness  of  

her  characters reveals  the  influence  of writers 

like Virginia Woolf and William Faulkner.  All of 

her work also shows the influence of African-

American folklore, songs, and women's gossip. 

Beloved is not narrated chronologically; it is 

composed of flashbacks, memories, and 

nightmares. Sethe, a 13-year-old child of unnamed 

slave parents, arrives at Sweet Home, an idyllic 

plantation in Kentucky operated by Garner, an 

unusually humane master, and his wife, Lillian. 

Within a year, Sethe selects Halle Suggs to be her 

mate and, by the time she is 18, bears him   three   

children.   After   Garner   dies,   his   wife   turns 

control   of   the plantation over to her brother-in-

law, the schoolteacher, who proves to be a brutal 

overseer. 

Beloved quickly becomes a dominant force in 

Sethe's house. She drives Paul D out of Sethe's bed 

and seduces him. She becomes the sole focus of 

Sethe's life after Sethe realizes that this young 

woman is the reincarnation of her dead child. 

Drawing Sethe into an unhealthy, obsessive 

relationship, Beloved grows stronger while Sethe's 
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body and mind weaken. Sethe quits her job and 

withdraws completely into the house. With the aid 

of Denver and some female neighbors, Sethe 

escapes Beloved's control through a violent scene 

in which she mistakes Bod win for a slave catcher 

and tries to stab him with an ice pick. Beloved 

vanishes, and Paul D returns, helping Sethe 

rediscover the value of life and her own self-worth. 

Another significant theme within Beloved is 

that of history. The main characters of the novel are 

haunted by their personal histories and by the 

history of their people. The character of Beloved 

may represent the physical manifestation of history, 

signifying how the past can invade the present. As 

Sethe  nearly  loses her identity  and  life through 

her obsession with her  past and  her  resurrected 

daughter, Morrison demonstrates how focusing on  

the  past can  be  all-consuming and  destructive. 

Through the healing love of Paul D, Denver, and 

the black community, Sethe  can learn to let go of 

the  terrible  history that  has defined her.   

Morrison decorates her novel   with   the   sense of   

alienation   of   blacks   due   the   bitter   race 

discrimination prevailed in the African society. 

Thus Morrison‟s one   of the   major   concerns  

in  the   novel Beloved is to depict the sense of 

alienated position of all African blacks by focusing  

on  their  position  with  information  about how  all  

the  blacks  in Africa are always forced to live in 

alienating position being always far from parents,  

family  and  their  friends.  So everywhere we can 

get the bitter experience of slavery in the novel.  

Neither blacks‟ economic condition neither is good 

nor is their social, political and practical situation is 

in their favor. It is all because of their   color.   

Economically  too   they  are   in  a  very  poor 

situation, they  are  always drowned in the  vast 

ocean of debt  and  socially too  they could  not 

establish their own identity  in African society. 

They are born in debt, grow in debt and die in debt. 

Paradise opens in 1976 with nine men going in 

for the kill. They are the prominent men of Ruby, a 

purposefully isolated, peaceful all-black town in 

Oklahoma with a population of 360.  In this group 

are  the twins Steward and  Deacon “Deek” 

Morgan, the  de facto leaders of the  town.  

Throughout the book we gradually  learn why 

Ruby was founded, the history of the failed town of 

Haven that preceded it, and the reasons for Ruby‟s 

rigid hierarchies and  stringent exclusion of 

outsiders, to the point where  the town‟s leaders 

decide they  must eliminate the  nearby  Convent, 

not  in fact  a convent but rather  a former  

embezzler‟s mansion now inhabited by a group  of 

women with troubled pasts. 

Before Ruby, there was Haven.  Founded in 

Oklahoma in 1890, Haven  was founded by a  

group  containing nine  complete families (the  

Blackhorses, Beauchamps,  Catos,  two  DuPres 

families,  Fleetwoods,  Floods,  Morgans, and   

Pooles)  and   fragments  of   others.  The   

founding  fathers,  led   by Zechariah  Morgan,  are   

motivated  to  found   a  new   community  by  the 

exclusion they  face  from  public  life and  job  

opportunities, both  as black men  and particularly  

as dark-skinned black men.  Throughout the novel, 

the women of the Convent provide a safe haven for 

all those who come to its doorstep.  However, the   

Convent   is widely perceived as a corrupting 

influence in Ruby, the source of their problems 

rather than where problems must go because of 

Ruby‟s intolerant atmosphere. Instead of 

considering the  roots of  the  conflicts  in  Ruby,  

community  leaders  decide  that   the Convent  

must be destroyed. Under their rhetoric, the men of 

Ruby are both frightened and disgusted by the idea 

of women who do not need – and, in fact, actually 

shun – men Paradise closes  with a passage about 

each of the  Convent women. Gigi, Pallas, Mavis, 

and  Seneca appear suddenly and  surprisingly to   
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figures   from    their   past,   each  of   whom    

expresses   regret    and sadness. Jean, the woman 

Seneca believed her sister, is revealed to be her 

mother. Jean believes she spots Seneca in a stadium 

parking lot, but Seneca doesn‟t remember her. 

Connie rests her head in the lap of an older woman 

from her past, Piedade, who sings to her as they 

face the ocean in a place called „Paradise‟.. 

In Paradise Morrison describes a  group  of  

people who have  become exactly   what  they  fear  

and  are  running  from.  Instead  of creating a  

paradise they  created a  racist regime  similar to  

the  one  they were  leaving behind.  Isolationism 

and narrow-mindedness further worsens the 

situation. 

People kill each other in the name of tradition, 

culture and slavery since the beginning of time.  

Morrison points out the humanistic attitude in her 

feminism. Fascinatingly, Morrison asserts that she 

has inspired to write this novel  by  an  event   she 

heard   about  while  traveling   in  Brazil.   

The narrative becomes to be a myth.  Although, 

the  novelist was captivated by the idea of this 

assault on the feminine, on the black, on the 

African, on the Anti-establishment. Racism has 

existed throughout human history. It may be 

defined as the hatred of one person by another or 

the belief that another person is less than  human 

because of skin color, language, customs, place of  

birth  or  any  factor that  supposedly reveals the  

basic  nature of  that person. It has influenced wars, 

slavery, the formation of nations, and legal codes. 

II. CONCLUSION 

Thus these two novels talks   about   interracial   

and    intra    racial discrimination. For the dark 

skinned African-Americans like the Breed loves, 

the division between different colors means they 

are practically in the gutter. Though  they  have  a  

roof  over  their  heads they  live under  horrible 

conditions. Through the characters Morrison shows 

how the oppression that one  person is subjected to 

can  destroy not only that  person‟s life, but the life 

of generation. 

REFERENCE 

1. Morrison, Toni The Bluest Eye (1970; London: Random 

House, Vintage: 1999) 

2. Morrison, Toni Paradise (London: Random House, 

Vintage: 1997) 

3. Byers, Thomas B. A City Upon a Hill: American 

litterature and the Ideology of 

Exceptionalism “American Studies in Scandinavia 29.2” 

1997 76-84 

4. Dalsgaard, Katrine The One All Black Town Worth the 

Pain: American Exceptionalism, 

Historical Narration and the Critique of Nationhood in Toni 

Morrison‟s Paradise- African 

Critical Essay “African American Review” 2001 Summer 

35 (2) : 233-48 

5. Davidson, Rob Racial stock and 8-rocks: Communal 

Hisoriography in Toni Morrison‟s Paradise Critical Essay “ 

Twentieth Century Literature : A Scholarly and Critical 

Journal”,2001 Fall 47 (3) : 355-73 Fultz, Lucille P. Toni 

Morrison Playing with 


	frontpage..pdf
	editor.pdf
	toc.pdf

